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Abstract 

This paper investigates variation in the speech of Jordanian children in addition to its social and psychological 

motivations and outcomes. The data is collected via the task of naming images accompanied with field observation. 

The sample involves 29 participants aged between 5 and 13 stratified according to their gender. The study examines 

the dialectal realizations of qāf including the urban [ʔ], the rural [g], and the standard [q] in the performance of 

children. The results of the present research show that child language variation and mixing is not only developmental 

but also socially governed. Acquiring and performing one`s gender identity appears to be an important factor in 

shifting along with developing a bi-dialectal competence and social consciousness. All these motivations bring the 

outcome that children are participating in the process of accommodation and,therefore, are enhancing dialect change 

in Jordanian Arabic. 

Keywords: child language variation, competence, rural, urban, accommodation, change, gender, awareness. 

1. Introduction 

Child language variation is a very recent concern in today`s sociolinguistics. It is, in fact, a 

combination between cores of two divergent disciplines: psycholinguistics and sociolinguistics. Whereas 

the former mainly approaches children in a cognitive manner regarding their process of language 

acquisition and learning, the latter is much more interested in children as part of society where age is a 

social variable causing variation in language. Bridging the gap and bringing the two levels together gives 

birth to what is known as the study of child language variation aiming at ``explaining how children 

manage to build their linguistic knowledge while being part of an extremely variable, socially structured 

language environment`` (Chevrot et al. 2013, 3). Therefore, the scope of the present study lies in 

exploring the acquisition of linguistic variation occurring in the speech of children and its developmental 

status (to be socially used) in relation to both the ability of the child as well as his/ her relation to their 

environment.  

Many studies (Roberts and Labov 1995; Roberts 1994, 1997a, 1997b; Chevrot et al. 2000; Diaz-

Campos 2001, etc.) have revealed that there is variation in the speech of children once being exposed to 

different varieties occurring and manifested in their surroundings. This variation, or more precisely 

developing this variation, is explained in relation to many social and psychological patterns including the 

background, contact with adults, sex, etc. One of the pioneering scholars dealing with child variation is 
                                                
@ 2020 JJMLLPuplishers/Yarmouk University. All Rights Reserved 

 



Obeidat, Hammoudi 

18  
 

Fischer (1958), who examined (ing) realizations in the speech of children aged between 3 and 10. This 

variation has been studied in relation to sex, social background, personality, and mood. The study came 

up with the result that girls use the standard variant more than boys. Labov (1964) compared the 

performance of children and adolescents aged between 8 and 19 with that of adults with regard to the 

production and evaluation of different phonetic variables. His study concludes that as age increases, 

children`s speech approaches adult speech norms. Macaulay (1977) examined 10-15 years old children`s 

speech with regard to a number of phonetic variables including (i), (u), (a) and others. The conclusion 

driven confirms that children are clearly subject to sociolect variation especially under the influence of 

class as a social variable: the higher the social class, the more standard variants are produced. 

Interestingly, similar conclusions have been arrived at  by other researchers namely Reid (1978), Kovac 

and Adamson (1981), Martino (1982), Barbu (2000), Martin (2005), Diaz-Campos (2005), Nardy (2008), 

Chevrot et al. (2011). This means that child sociolinguistic variation is tightly related to the social 

background and class. 

By the 1990s emerged a great deal of serious attention towards the developmental process of the 

acquisition of variation by exploring children`s linguistic uses in earlier age groups in order to put 

forward theoretical suggestions and explain patterns of variation acquisition (Chevrot et al. 2013). One of 

the explanations of the acquisition of sociolinguistic variation has been related to gender as a social 

variable which can/ cannot participate in child`s vernacular acquisition. In this respect, a very important 

question has been raised by Chevrot et al. (2013) that: ``are gender differences inherited at an early stage 

within the family background or do they result from a gradual awareness of the social roles ascribed to 

girls and boys?`` (p.10). This question has been interpreted from different viewpoints. Some scholars 

(Ingram et al. 1985; Foulkes et al. 2001; Smith et al. 2007) confirm that there is no effect of gender on 

sociolinguistic variation in the speech of children aged between 2 and 9. For them, the reason behind this 

is that mothers are the sole source of input; this is why both male and female children acquire their 

mother`s vernacular and speak seemingly showing identical sociolinguistic variation at this age.  

On the other hand, there appears to be advocates claiming that gender is an important factor not only 

in the acquisition but also in the developmental state of this acquired variation. Romaine`s (1978) 

investigation is one. She has investigated social and stylistic variation of the word final /r/ in the speech of 

children aged between 6 and 10 years old. She ends up with the conclusion that variation is acquired and 

that its users do participate in language change where girls prefer the prestigious variant and boys the less/ 

covert prestigious one. We think that Romaine`s study took the whole field of Child Language Variation 

by storm to a completely new level. Following this interest, we are concerned not only with reasons and 

motives of the progressive acquisition of variation but also with the outcomes (in relation to linguistic 

accommodation and change) to see what is psychologically processed and linguistically manifested as a 

reaction to the social environment where the child is. 

As far as the study of child variation in Arabic sociolinguistics is concerned, very few experiments 

have been implemented. Habib (2011) examined the manifestation of (Q) and (ʔ) in children aged 

between 6 and 18 living in a village in Syria. The results of her study show that there is a distinction 
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between the two genders` acquisition of variation where females use the urban variants while boys prefer 

what is more masculine and tough. She advocates that children have a mental understanding of the social 

meanings associated with the linguistic variables they use. In order to dis-/confirm this claim, further 

research is needed in the Arabic speaking world. To this end, the present research is an attempt to 

investigate the variable realizations of qāf (Q) in children's speech in Amman (the capital of Jordan). It 

further explores whether or not gender affects the choice of (Q) variants. To achieve these goals, the 

present study addresses the following questions: 

 Why does this linguistic variation exist in children's vernacular? 

 What is the direction of shift, if any, at this early age? 

 To what extent do the social and psychological factors influence dialect change and accommodation? 

2. The present investigation 

2.1 Purpose of the study 

The ultimate purpose of this research is to enrich the field of Child Language Variation (CLV), more 

specifically, how children adhere to gender roles by linguistic accommodation through shifting which 

drives them to participate in the process of dialect change. Although there have been many studies on this 

domain in Western communities, we think that it still needs full illustration from other languages than just 

English or French. Inspection of the previous literature on CLV in Arabic sociolinguistics reveals that it 

has been given sparse attention. That is why there is an urgent need to tackle such issues.  

Another motivation for the present research is that early works on dialect shift and change have 

concentrated only on the role of youngsters in the process of change and that ofold people and language 

preservation, neglecting the role of children in either dialect maintenance or shift and how they participate 

in the accommodation process in bi-/ multi-dialectal speech communities. We believe that children should 

not only be taken as a part from the whole, but they should be given more importance to be independently 

examined taking into account social and psychological factors. This is why ``it`s time to delve more 

deeply into children`s knowledge of variation and their ability to use it to produce social meanings`` 

(Roberts, 2013, 345). 

2.2 Research methods  

In order to put these assumptions into practice, we have investigated the speech of 29 (7 males and 

22 females) children aged between 5 and 13 years old and living in Amman (the capital city of Jordan) as 

shown in Table (1) below. We are aware of the unbalanced sample size in that the number of male 

participants is very small compared to their female counterparts. While it is generally accepted to have 

unbalanced sample size in variationist studies (Milroy and Milroy 1987), we understand that the 

unbalance should be reasonably justified. We are unable to achieve this balance due to some 

restrictions/limitations. One reason is that the majority of students in the school chosen are females. 
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Added to that is the limited access we were offered by school administration. We only had access to one 

class due to students' busy schedules with exams and extracurricular activities.1 

 

Table 1: The variety spoken spontaneously by male and female children 

Gender Rural Urban 
Males 6 1 

Females 1 21 
 

The data is obtained through a `task of naming images` in dialectal- everyday- variety and a direct 

observation to the linguistic behavior of the participants. We attempt to focus on the realizations of qāf 

since all the pictures entail labels including (Q) in their pronunciation. The sample includes pupils from a 

primary school who are friends and colleagues. 

The nucleus of this research is to test the dialectal realizations of qāf. We have chosen this 

phonological variable because a) it is strongly subject to variation in Jordanian Arabic (Abdel-Jawad 

1981, Al-Amadidhi 1985, Al-Khatib 1995, Al-Wer 2013); and b) it is easy to be observed linguistically 

and examined socially and psychologically by making comparisons with similar investigations about 

dialect change in Jordan speech community. 

3. Results 

Interestingly, we notice that all male speakers use the rural variety with the exception of 1  who uses 

the glottal stop constantly. Females, on the other hand, speak the urban variety and only one produced the 

[g] in most of her answers. These results are clearly demonstrated in figure (1) which, at a first glance, 

drives one to notice the huge difference between males` and females` use of the distinct varieties of 

Jordanian dialect. In other words, it can be seen that linguistic variation is taking place in the speech of 

children. Yet, there is a clear cut relative disparity in the pronunciation of rural and urban variants: more 

than (80%) and (90%) respectively. 
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Figure1:The frequency of occurrence of rural and urban varieties in the speech of participants aged 

between 5 and 13. 

By way of comparison, the results of our analysis of female and male children speech vis-à-vis their 

use of qāf and its dialectal realizations indicate that their linguistic variation mirrors a dialect mixing 

which is a phase of dialect change that is occurring in the Jordanian speech community in general. 

Table 2: The realization of qāf in different words by female children 

[ʔ]% [g]% [q]% Others% Words 
50 4.55 45.45 00 Moon 

59.10 4.54 36.36 00 Hat 
54.55 4.55 40.90 00 Cow 
90.90 4.55 4.55 00 Pen 
31.82 00 63.64 4.54 wheat 
18.18 00 72.73 9.09 Garden 
63.64 4.54 13.64 18.18 Box 
9.10 4.54 18.18 68.18 Pot 

72.73 4.54 22.73 00 Spoon 
9.09 00 22.73 68.18 Driver 
50 00 00 50 Fire 

18.18 00 31.82 50 Short 
40.90 00 59.10 00 Cage 

00 00 13.64 86.36 Road 
9.09 00 13.64 77.27 shirt 

38.48% 2.12% 30.61% 28.79% TOTAL 
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Table 3:The realization of qāf in different words by male children 

[ʔ]% [g]% [q]% Others% Gloss 
42.86 14.28 42.86 00 Moon 
14.28 85.72 00 00 Hat 
14.28 71.44 14.28 00 Cow 
14.28 85.72 00 00 Pen 

00 14.28 85.72 00 wheat 
00 00 42.86 57.14 garden 
00 57.14 28.58 14.28 box 
00 28.57 00 71.43 pot 
00 100 00 00 spoon 
00 28.57 42.86 28.57 driver 
00 71.43 00 28.57 fire 
00 71.43 28.57 00 short 

14.28 14.28 71.44 00 cage 
00 14.28 14.28 71.44 road 
00 28.57 00 71.43 shirt 

6.67% 45.71% 24.76% 22.86% TOTAL 
  

Tables (2 and 3) illustrate the frequency of occurrence of the different phonetic realizations of qāf in 

the words uttered by children in the task of `naming pictures`. It is prominently shown that females are 

distinct in their use of both [ʔ] and [g] variants while compared to male children. We notice that [g] does 

not occur frequently in females` answers (the average of 4.54%). The glottal stop occurs more frequently 

(with a total of 38.48%). The reverse is present in the realizations of boys who use [g] more than any 

other counterpart. The [ʔ] rarely exists (6.67% as an average of occurrence). What is more interesting is 

the existence of [q] as a third dialectal realization in the speech of both groups of participants. 

Surprisingly, as opposed to previous research claiming that males in Jordan tend to use the standard 

variant more than females (Abdel Jawwad 1981; Al-Khatib 1995), there is a greater tendency on the part 

of girls to use the standard variant [q] more often than males: 30.61% vs. 24.76% respectively.This is in 

line with the results reported by Western variationists (Labov 1994; Poplack 1993; Tagliamonte 2006). 

They argue that this tendency or preference to use the standard variant by females is related to prestige. 

This collides with the case of Arabic in that standard variants are viewed as prestigious (Ibrahim 1986). 

On the other hand, females tend to use a completely different word in circumstances where [ʔ] is 

absent in the speech. Similarly, males also opt for distinct words for the same pictures in order to avoid 

the pronunciation of [ʔ] (more details are provided in section 4). We could explain the use of [q] variant in 

relation to the setting and the context where the investigation took place, i.e., school environment, being 

with mates, etc. Because children are in the process of academic learning (secondary socialization), they 

tend to be influenced by what they are acquiring and learning at school. Studies show that school as a 

formal setting helps in increasing the production of standard variants by children from the age of 6 till 12 

(Romaine 1984; Patterson 1992; Chevrot et al. 2000) and entering the academic system and discovering 

and learning the written form maybe factors favoring the increase of standard variants in children`s 

speech (Chevrot et al. 2013, 19). Besides, the [q] use may be a consequence to the type of questions the 
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children were receiving. Since one of the researchers was observed to write down the answers and 

remarks, children were automatically influenced. 

One of the most important results is what has been observed during the task. Pupils tend to mock 

each other when pronouncing any and each phonetic realization of qāf that the words included. This idea 

was noticed in both males` and females` behavior. Females laughed at boys who used [ʔ] which leads us 

to assume that it is pejoratively perceived when males use the urban glottal stop and therefore most of 

them realized /q/ as [g]. On the other hand, a female who uttered [g] and used the rural variety was 

ridiculed; thus, she directly shifted to the urban one in the rest of the list of pictures. These results are in 

line with the ones reported by Al-Wer (2013), who argues that (?) is more salient in the speech of 

females.  

Adjusting speech, by either converging to the urban by girls and diverging from it by boys, is an 

indication that not only is dialect shift present but also is an accommodation process in children`s speech. 

Clearly, this accommodation follows the patterns reported in the literature: towards the rural by males and 

towards the urban by females.  

The flexibility in shifting and the dialect mixing situation manifested by children denotes the 

existence and the development of a socio-psycho-linguistic operation. First, participants reveal no 

difficulty in mixing, changing and shifting between [ʔ] and [g]; a fact that enhances the idea of growing a 

`bi-dialectal competence` which entails knowing the rules of variants` placement in mutually intelligible 

varieties of the Jordanian dialect. Second, the linguistic behavior of participants is not random. Rather, it 

is certainly based on a given awareness regarding the `salience` and the social value and status of the 

variants they are using. In parallel, aspects of stigma and prestige and what is considered as feminine or 

masculine are also present in their observed attitudes. 

Our main finding is that gender proves to have a very crucial role not only in the choice of rural and 

urban varieties but also in the choice of what is socially acceptable as being linguistically feminine or 

masculine: a fact that drives children to shift and thus participate in and enhance linguistic change in the 

Jordan spoken Arabic. 

4. Discussion 

At this stage of the analysis, we now turn to answer the research questions posited at the outset of 

this study. Generally speaking, in examining the acquisition of dialect features, it has been suggested that 

the existence of linguistic variation in child language is a very normal developmental process. Chambers 

(1992) claims that whether or not a certain linguistic form is variable in native speech in the acquired 

dialect, it is found to be variable in the performance of its new speakers, i.e., children. This explains the 

variability shown in our participants` speech which is a natural response to the linguistic situation 

happening in the Jordanian speech community. That is, the occurrence of the different dialectal 

realizations of qāf (including [g], [ʔ], and [q]) in Jordanian children performance is a mirror of what is 

conventionally seen and manifested in the larger society. Children, at this point, do not only acquire the 

linguistic behavior but also the socio-psychological implications for it: a male has to use the Bedouin-
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rural [g] and a female should speak the urban [ʔ] and there is no shame in using the standard [q] by both 

groups of speakers. Our results are just a confirmation that children can sometimes acquire complex 

variable patterns quite early in their life span and can simultaneously start ``the social use`` of this 

linguistic variation. 

A question to be asked at this level of analysis is: if Jordanian adults are conscious of their linguistic 

choice either by converging or diverging to/ from the urban/ rural varieties in order to gain social 

approval and show masculinity/ femininity, are children aware of what they are performing? If not, then 

what motivates them to choose one linguistic variant rather than the other? In this respect, Eckert 

proposes that the sociolinguistic system of children at any given age is not a ``manifestation of an effort 

to develop `real` language, but a fully mature linguistic form of that stage language`` (2000, 10). Bearing 

in mind that the present investigation takes place among school partners and friends entails that children 

are subject to the process of secondary socialization which, in turn, influences and directs their speech 

choices. Therefore, we may assume that the dialectal variation present in the speech of Jordanian children 

is both socially motivated (the result of the exposure to real world where language is socially manifested) 

and developmental in nature by growing a knowledge of what to select linguistically in order to be 

socially favored and psychologically secure. 

Within Jordanian child linguistic variation, as the results reveal, appear two aspects: first, the child 

flexible ability to code-shift from one variety to another; second, the child awareness/ ability to choose 

`gender adequate` patterns. As far as the former point is concerned, shifting was so prominent in the 

speech of both groups: boys switch between [g] and [q] and avoid [ʔ] by using other labels to similar 

pictures; girls, on the other hand, switch between [ʔ] and [q] and avoid using [g]. This result is in line with 

Romaine (1984), who concludes that children can grow ability to code-switch. Therefore, children are 

developing a competence in style shifting.  

The reason for this shift is the fact that children are ``operating under phonological rules of 

simplification`` as suggested by Locke (1983, as cited in Foulkes et al. 1999, 17). However, it should be 

added that this simplification only follows the social direction and obligation in that even the smallest 

phonological choice is governed by what is necessarily needed in communication and social interaction. 

That is, our participants have the cognitive power to operate under the simplification rule of phonetic 

dialect realization of qāf as [g], [ʔ] or [q] in addition to adhering to a social norm that a given variant 

among this list is adequate for males but not for females and vice versa. 

A parallel operation with shifting is developing ``gender appropriate linguistic behavior`` (Romaine 

1984). Children in the current study reflect similar reaction in which their phonetic switching from [q] to 

[g] and [ʔ] (differently) was not random. Rather, both males and females are aware of what to choose and 

what to expect from their colleagues to be using in speech, i.e., girls use the urban [ʔ] and expect other 

girls to use it, whereas boys use the rural Jordanian [g] and expect other boys to use it. Whenever the 

reverse occurs, they ridicule each other`s pronunciation and the speaker was to immediately change/ shift 

to the opposite variety. This result confirms Coates (2013) statement that ``… in becoming linguistically 

competent, the child learns how to `do` masculinity or femininity in a particular speech community`` 
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(p.148). Thus, performing gender through dialectal choice starts from childhood in the Jordanian society. 

Accordingly, ``Jordanians are quite aware of what is linguistically more appropriate for men and … 

women  are also quite aware of the sociological and psychological restrictions imposed on the use of 

language`` (Al-Khatib, 1995, 143). A certain idea that should complete this statement is that this socio-

psycho-linguistic awareness towards contextually developing and correctly performing gender-adequate 

linguistic patterns starts from early childhood.  

``When children adopt particular linguistic behavior as part of their performance of masculinity or 

femininity, they perpetuate the social order which creates gender distinctions`` (Coates, 2015, 148). 

Generally speaking, earlier studies on gender differences suggest that men and women use language 

differently and relate this fact to `prestige` advocating that females use more prestigious linguistic forms 

than men do (Labov 1970; Trudgill 1974 among  others). Surprisingly, the results of this study reflect the 

notion of prestige even in early ages of Jordanians. In their realization, girls stigmatize any girl 

pronouncing [g], use the prestigious feminine urban variety, and consider it to be more appropriate for 

them. Similarly, we notice that prestige does not necessitate `sounding urbanite` since boys prefer to use 

the rural [g] which `proudly` reflects their masculinity and manliness that could be prejudiced if they use 

[ʔ]. In the same line of thought, Al-Wer (2013) states that Amman participants` shifting ``is not an issue 

of variant being prestigious while the other is stigmatized. Rather, both variants are valuable commodities 

to have`` (p. 407). It is only that [ʔ] tends to be more strongly salient in the speech of females in general 

and it appears to be taking place from early childhood as a stereotype of feminine language in Jordan. 

Hence, one might claim that prestige together with cognitive awareness of gender signaling are acquired 

from childhood explaining child dialect variation and shifting. 

In his Principles of Linguistic Change, Labov (2001) claims that ``in adopting new prestige features 

more rapidly than men, and in reacting more rapidly against the use of stigmatized forms, women are the 

chief agents of differentiation responding more rapidly to changes in the … status of linguistic variables`` 

(p. 321). Evidence from the present study reflects the idea that females respond to change: a change that 

is occurring in the larger Jordanian speech community, i.e., towards the urban. This change, according to 

our personal observations of children`s behavior, entails a process of accommodation which, in turn, 

depends on a) the speakers` awareness and their social relations which lead them to adjust their speech in 

accordance with the context (friends vs. researcher, being evaluated or noticed by others, etc.); and b) the 

speakers` ability (bi-dialectal competence) to switch from one variety to another depending on the social 

circumstances where s/he is. 

Trudgill (1986) says that children, as a category of speakers, play a crucial role in the process of 

dialect mixing and new dialect formation (qtd. in. Kherbache, 2017, 241) explaining that children are 

``well known to be much more rapid and complete accommodators than adults`` (1986, 31).  

Indeed, the results show that Jordanian children play a role in dialect mixing for there is variation in 

their speech (the co-occurrence of [g], [ʔ], and [q]). However, their choice and shift is `selective` which 

shapes the direction of dialect change. According to Roberts (2013, 339), ``children are actively acquiring 

socially governed features and influencing change which can be accelerated or otherwise modified as the 
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children mature``. Assuming that Amman is undergoing a process of dialect change, do the results 

obtained convey that change starts from early ages or do they reflect the progressive nature and continuity 

of this process?2 The second suggestion seems to be more reasonable for ``it is often suggested that child 

language may be the locus of linguistic change: that is a comparison of the variety of language used by 

children with the variety used by adults of the same ethnic group, social class, etc. will reveal linguistic 

change in progress. Yet, this assumption does not neglect the relevance and possibility of the first one for 

the results show that variation is manifested in children speech and therefore vernacular change grows 

from childhood. 

Taking into account their age, what is the level of children`s consciousness that might help/ orient 

them to ride dialect change? Labov proposes the terms ``change from above`` and ``change from below`` 

denoting linguistic change in a speech community above or below the level of its speakers` awareness 

(Meyerhoff 2006). Pouring the data at hand on Labov`s propositions is helpful in understanding the 

results of children`s behavior. It might be concluded that Amman female children participate in dialect 

change from above the level of consciousness favoring the more prestigious variant. On the other side, 

Amman male children take part in dialect change from below the level of consciousness characterized by 

the use of less prestigious variant, or more adequately, a variant with certain social covert prestige 

including the rural [g] and the standard [q] (with regard to the representation of genders in Jordan 

society). 

5. Conclusions and implications 

This investigation was an attempt to decode a set of basic enquiries concerning the phenomenon of 

child language variation as it reveals itself in dialectal Jordanian Arabic. The findings of this result prove 

to be a highly appropriate means for examining dialectal variation manifested by Jordanian children in 

Amman beside its motivations and outcomes not only in linguistic performance but also at the social and 

psychological levels. We attempt to know that this variation and child dialect mixing is socially governed 

and developmental in nature as a response to the socio-linguistic reality of Jordanian Arabic. Performing 

one`s gender identity is found to be a crucial factor to direct the operation of shifting and variant choice 

by male and female children. 

Based on the results, one might claim that Jordanian children have flexibility in shifting with a 

certain socio-cognitive awareness of language choice. It has been shown that girls use the urban JA while 

boys use the rural JA and both have no difficulty or embarrassment in the assertion of the standard [q] in 

their speech. This fact is explained in relation to prestige. Females prefer more prestigious forms than 

males who prefer less prestigious ones. Impressively, one might deduce that the notion of prestige does 

not only appear in adults' performances; yet it is acquired, developed, and manifested from early 

childhood as reflected in the study. 

The findings of the present research imply that Jordanian child dialect variation, mixing, and shifting 

enhance the process of linguistic accommodation and dialect change in Amman speech community. Their 
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convergence/divergence reveals dialect change in progress and that this change grows from early ages of 

individuals as socio-psychologically governed speakers. 

 

 
 

ــان في األردن: التنوع اللهجي عند األطفال والتغيير ـــ   دراسة حالة لمجتمع عمـ

  حسين عبيدات
   إربدقسم اللغة اإلنجليزية، جامعة اليرموك، 

  خديجة حمودي
  ، الجزائرجامعة تلمسانقسم اللغة االنجليزية، 

  الملخص

. تتناول هذه الورقة بالبحث التنوع اللغوي في كالم األطفال األردنيين، عالوة على دوافعه االجتماعية والنفسية ونتائجه

إذ اشتملت عينة . بالمالحظة الميدانية وقد جمعْت بيانات الدراسة من خالل مهمة تسمية الصور التي عرضت عليهم مصحوبة

الدراسة على تسعة وعشرين مشاركًا ومشاركة، تراوحت أعمارهم بين خمس إلى ثالث عشرة سنة، موزعين حسب النوع 

عند األطفال؛ حيث " القاف"وقد تناولت الدراسة بالبحث واالستقصاء التنوع اللهجي في نطق صوت . االجتماعي ذكورًا وإناثًا

هذا وأظهرت نتائج الدراسة ". قاف"العامية في اللهجة الريفية، وفي الفصيحة " القاف"في اللهجة المدنية، وهو " ةزهم"هو 

فاالكتساب . أن التنوع اللغوي لدى األطفال والخلط اللهجي ليس صفة مضطردة فحسب، بل هو محكوم بضوابط اجتماعية أيضًا

هو عامل مهم في التغيير من نطق لهجي إلى آخر مصاحب لتطور الكفاية اللغوية  واألداء بحسب الهوية النوعية للطفل المتحدث

وكل هذه الدوافع تفضي إلى أن األطفال يشاركون في عملية التكيف اللغوي، ومن ثم يسهمون . البين لهجية والوعي االجتماعي

  .في التغير اللهجي في العربية المحكية في األردن

  .تنوع اللهجي عند األطفال، الكفاية اللغوية، التكيف اللغوي، النوع االجتماعي، الوعيال: الكلمات المفتاحية
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Endnotes 

  
1 The school is private and runs a tight schedule focusing on both classes and outdoor activities. 
2 As an anonymous reviewer correctly pointed out, most families in Amman have moved from other 

geographical areas of Jordan, which means that some parents continue to pronounce the qāf as [g]; 

male children whose parents either came from urban areas especially from Syria and Palestine and in 

whose original dialect they pronounce the [g] as [ʔ]. While this argument is plausible, the linguistic 

situation in Western Amman is different. Children tend to be influenced by their peers rather than 

their parents. 
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