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Abstract 

The present paper investigates the grammatical choices made by Jamaica Kincaid in her work Lucy. It analyzes 

how the selected structure contributes to the realization of particular beliefs such as gender inequality, using the 

Systemic Functional Grammar (SFG) approach (Halliday 1973, 1985, 1994; Halliday and Hasan 

 1989; Halliday and Matthiessen 2004). In particular, the study examines the participants’ roles and the processes 

types assigned to them with reference to the transitivity system. The data of the present study are collected from the 

first three chapters of Lucy. The corpus belongs to seven males and eleven female characters who were directly involved 

in all the actions in the text. A total of 325 sentences were extracted. They were quantitatively and qualitatively 

analyzed. The results of the study revealed the writer’s subvert of traditional gender stereotypes through displaying 

women as effectual dynamic actors and assertive sayers. In addition, all female characters were shown as the main 

participants of the other minor processes, in the sense that they were the behavers and sensers in both behavioral and 

mental clauses.  

Keywords: critical discourse analysis, gender inequality, systemic functional grammar, transitivity system. 

1. Introduction 

A linguistic analysis of literary works has become a trend in many research studies (Mwinlaaru 2012). 

The current study is a contribution to such an interdisciplinary field. It concerns itself with analyzing 

Jamaica Kincaid’s Lucy within the Systemic Functional Grammar Model introduced in Halliday (1973) and 

in the subsequent literature (Halliday 1985, 1994; Halliday and Hasan 1989; Halliday and Matthiessen 

2004).  

Literature is usually defined as an imaginative artifact. Hence, it is distinct from the other forms of typical 

language use in its fictional portrayal of the world. Nevertheless, literary texts are produced under particular 

historical, social, cultural and political conditions and they seem to cast back such circumstances. The cast, 

themes, and events in the literary pieces are usually inspired from society (Mwinlaaru 2012).  

                                                
 2020 JJMLL Publishers/Yarmouk University. All Rights Reserved, 



Omari, Harchaoui and Dagamseh 

308  
 

Novelists occasionally write about their personal experiences and those of their communities 

(Diamond 1989). Accordingly, a literary work may bestow a thorough picture of the cultural, social, 

religious, economic, and the political vision of people. 

According to Aquah (2010), writers may embed similar messages in their texts; however, it is their 

unique technique which yields the difference. Furthermore, the linguistic analysis of any literary text is 

considered a process of revealing its excellence (Toolan 1998). Hereby, stylistic studies emerge to interpret 

the encoded messages and study the linguistic patterning of literary texts in order to reveal the writer’s 

style. The authors assumed that this goal can be achieved through using Halliday’s (1994) Systemic 

Functional Grammar model, which aims at exploring meaning through form and function.  

Halliday and Hasan (1989) argue that language expresses meaning through texts, which are in return 

formed in accordance with the context situation through which they are utilized. Henceforth, they consider 

the SFG model as being social itself, arguing that the experiences and realities of human beings are 

construed via complicated semiotic processes. It also argues that the sole available semiotic system for 

humans is their language. In this regard, to analyze language means to examine the processes through which 

humans construe the world around them.  

A reasonable amount of research has been carried out using the Hallidayan model, namely the 

transitivity system, on a range of texts to uncover the beliefs imbedded in such pieces of discourse, such as 

political speeches (Wang 2010); newspaper articles (Ali et al. 2015); television interviews along with 

educational textbooks (Ryan and Johnson 2009). Furthermore, the theory has been used in the legal field, 

especially forensic linguistics in which the transitivity system has been employed to analyze the language 

of crime cases (Bartley 2017). 

Halliday’s model has also been used in literary analysis, particularly in the post-colonial and diasporic 

literature (Mwinlaaru 2012). Thus, the current study is meant to contribute to this growing literature by 

exploring Jamaica Kincaid’s work Lucy from a functional-systemic perspective. In particular, the present 

study aims to explore the grammatical choices made by the writer in her novel, and how such grammatical 

structures reveal particular beliefs, such as gender inequality. Taking into consideration the British colonial 

patriarchal rule that Antigua suffered, we develop the hypothesis that gender inequalities may exist in the 

writer's grammatical structures; therefore, the study seeks to answer the following research questions: 

1- Does the writer expose gender inequality in her text?  

2- What are the grammatical choices that the writer takes in her narrative and how are these choices 

connected to the narrative? 

2. Background 

2.1 The Theoretical Model 

2.1.1 Introduction   

Throughout history, linguists as well as grammarians have always been curious about the nature of 

language and how communication takes place, particularly, in the late 1960’s when remarkable 
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developments in the field of grammar occurred. In the midst of these diversified movements, Systemic 

Functional Grammar (henceforth, SFG) arises as one of the most novel theories. Unlike Traditional 

Grammar, which emphasizes written language and tackles the grammar of accurate use, SFG comes to fill 

the gaps left by TG. Hence, it accentuates both spoken and written language and concentrates on the 

functional aspect of language as approved by many researchers such as Bloor (1995). It briefly views 

language as “a network of systems, or interrelated sets of options for making meaning” (Halliday 1994, 

15), and with its emergence, the study of language took a different direction and/or interest.  

The Hallidayan model differs from the other approaches to grammar in the way it treats language. 

Functional Grammarians see language as a social action that is inseparable from context. Grammar in that 

concern is an instrument that allows us to understand the structure of texts and why they are structured as 

such. Hence, the distinction between functional approaches to grammar and that of Generative Traditional 

Grammar lies in a communicative orientation of the former, and a cognitive interest of the latter (Martin et 

al. 1997). 

Critical Discourse Analysis revolves around terms like text discourse and contexts. Furthermore, it is 

interested in the study of particular themes, such as ideology, power dominance, prejudice and 

representation. Given that CDA cares for the linguistic analysis of texts, many analysts have embraced 

Halliday’s systemic functional model, for it presents prominent tools for the explanation of semantic 

meaning; nevertheless, many stand in opposition with the use of such modes of analysis.  

CDA practitioners, with careful considerations, usually aim for what is encrypted in sentences within 

the particular situation in which they are implied in accordance with the approach of analysis being applied. 

For instance, advocates of the Hallidayan model would certainly emphasize the ideational and the 

interpersonal metafunctions of language, which in certain ways, as alleged, unveil author-to-audience 

power relationship or has certain association with the author’s status. 

Systemic Functional Grammar (Halliday 1966; Halliday and Hassan 1976; Halliday and Matthiessen 

2004) is built upon two main concepts: ‘system network’ and ‘metafunctions’. The system network is 

defined as “a set of linguistic choices available to the language user and specifies how these choices are 

structured, which is a sequence of ordered linguistic items” (Eggins 2004, 192). On the other hand, the 

concept of ‘metafunctions’ views language as a three-metafunctional entity which constitutes any discourse 

act. Halliday adds that despite the fact that each metafunction exhibits a unique pattern of meaning, they 

are inevitably inseparable and crucial to the overall understanding of any text.  

According to Halliday, the interpersonal metafunction “serves to establish and maintain social 

relations” (1970, 143), along with the speaker’s evaluation of the possibility and appropriateness of the 

message. Textual metafunction, on the other hand, “enables the speaker or writer to construct texts” 

(Halliday 170, 143). It is interested in the establishment of coherence and cohesion in texts, whereas the 

ideational metafunction concentrates upon “the speaker’s experience of the real world” (Halliday 170, 143).  

Having introduced the constituents of SFG frame, we will focus in the following section on the 

ideational function.  
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2.1.2 The Ideational Function 

Halliday (1973) argues that the ideational function of language is an integral constituent of meaning 

in the language system, which is fundamental to approximately all language usages. He further pinpoints 

that this function is meaning potential though the potential is boundless and complicated as he claims.  

In order to elucidate the previously mentioned point, Halliday puts at our disposal another new term 

which is Transitivity. He thereby argues that its components form the ideational meaning.  

According to Halliday (1973), the unit responsible for the representation of humans’ outer and inner 

experiences about the world is the clause. He thus comments:  

The clause is a structural unit, and it is the one by which we express a particular range of ideational 

meanings, our experience of processesــــthe processes of the external world, both concrete and abstract, and 

the processes of our own consciousness, seeing, liking, thinking, talking, and so on (Halliday 1973, 39).  

The transitivity is a sub-system that falls under the ideational metafunction, which is responsible for 

measuring the experiential meaning in a text. The term ‘transitivity’ is said to be descendent of the words 

‘transitive’ and ‘intransitive’. However, it is not bound to the verb forms. It rather correlates to the clause 

as a whole. The transitivity system is a central semantic concept to SFL; it is far more complicated than just 

transitive vs. intransitive verbs. Regarding that SFG functions at the level of the clause, the premise of 

transitivity is primarily to investigate “who or what does what to whom or what?” In other terms, the 

transitivity system uncovers the participants who assist in the fulfillment of the action, their relationship to 
each other, and the nature of their participation in the doing (Halliday 1973; Iwamoto 2008; Nguyen 2012). 

In view of this definition, it is necessary to mention the components that construe a 'process'. Hereby, 

Halliday uses the term 'process' in its broader sense to refer to anything that can be communicated by a 

verb,  

(i) The process itself, typically realized by the verbal group; 

(ii) Participants in the process, realized by the nominal group; 

(iii) Circumstances associated with the process, typically realized by the adverbial group or the 

prepositional phrase (1985, 101). 

These divisions can be illustrated with the following example: They [participants] tenderly 

[circumstance] treated [process] her [participant]. 

Halliday (1994) specifies that transitivity takes the objective of making our experiential meanings 

about the world concrete. He then asserts that it is through transitivity, that our experiences are deduced 

into what he labeled ‘process types’. Accordingly, he suggests the following process types: 

1. Material Clauses 

According to Halliday and Matthiessen (2004), material clauses are those of doing and happening; 

clauses performed by particular participants called ‘actors’ in which the actors are the ones responsible for 

the process of happening, or they are simply the causers of the process. An intransitive material clause is 
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acted by one participant while the transitive material clause usually involves another participant, namely, a 

‘goal’ that may be influenced by the result as shown below (examples adapted from Halliday and 

Matthiessen 2004): 

a- The tiger [participant/actor] leaped [process]. (Intransitive material clause) 

b- The tiger [participant] frightened [process] the man [participant/goal]. (Transitive material clause)  

Thus, the happening is displayed by an intransitive process, whereas the transitive expresses a doing. 

From here, the term transitivity is said to be descendent of the ‘transitive’ and ‘intransitive’ terms; however, 

the overall system is far more than the two aforementioned notions. It influences the participants as well as 

the circumstances, not only the process. 

Halliday and Matthiessen (2004) illuminate that material clauses have many participant roles other 

than the actor that is inherent in both transitive and intransitive clauses, and the goal which is ingrained 

only in the transitive type, which are as follows: the scope, the recipient, the client, and finally the attribute 

as it is orderly exhibited below (Halliday and Matthiessen 2004, 190): 

a. The administration was not optimistic of reaching a final deal/scope before George W. Bush becomes 

president on Jan. 20. 

b. Did Kerry give you/recipient those files there? 

c. She’s poured herself/client a mineral water. 

d. They stripped her clean/attribute of every bit of jewelry.  

In their illustration, Halliday and Matthiessen identify the scope as that participant which infers an 

item that can stand individually from the process; nevertheless, it pinpoints the scope/dominion across 

which the process comes about. The attribute is introduced in relational clauses. However, it also belongs 

to material type of clauses but in a very limited manner. This is in the sense that an attribute is used in 

certain clauses to pin down the estate of the actor or the goal. Halliday and Matthiessen yet made it clear 

that the recipient and the client roles might confuse readers; however, they agree upon their same 

benefactive scope. They emphasize that the two roles might or might not be accompanied by a preposition; 

however, when they are preceded by one, the recipient usually takes a 'to' whereas the client necessitates a 

'for'. To be more precise, the goal is influenced by the process while both the recipient and the client gain 

from the process. The current study uses the term “beneficiary” to narrow the scope of these two terms as 

it has been implied in several works, such as Haig (2012), to avoid confusion. Terms such as the scope and 

the attribute are given less emphasis in the analysis.  

2.  Mental Clauses  

People do not just act and make things happen, but also reflect on things that have happened. Thus, 

they have some inner processes taking place. In the same respect, while material clauses represent our 

experiences of the material world, mental clauses have control over our inner experiences, particularly, our 

consciousness.  
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The participant in this case, which is usually human, is called ‘senser’ and the target of the process is 

known as ‘phenomenon’. Mental processes are easily portioned into emotions, cognition, perception, and 

desire (Thompson 1996; Halliday and Matthiessen 2004), as illustrated in the following examples (adapted 

from Halliday and Matthiessen 2004): 

a- She [senser] knew [process: mental: cognition] him [phenomenon]. 

b- Susan [senser] heard [mental process: perception] a voice [phenomenon] in the basement [circumstance]. 

c- I [senser] may want [mental process: desiration] a cup of coffee [phenomenon]. 

d- I [senser] love [mental process: emotion] that teacher [phenomenon]. 

3.  Relational  Clauses  

Relational clauses assist in attributing characters/describing and classifying. Toolan (1998) clarifies 

that relational processes are primarily concerned with the relation that holds two items together, through 

either attributing qualities, or describing the item as something else. They represent both inner and outer 

experiences and are characterized by the use of the unmarked present simple, in addition to the use of verbs 

such as ‘to be’, or other approximate verbs, including ‘seem’, ‘have’, ‘sound’ and ‘appear’. 

Halliday and Matthiessen (2004) argue that the majority may consider relational clauses and mental 

clauses as inevitably alternatives of the same process, given the way they unfold through time. This is 

absolutely not the case according to functionalists, in the sense that, although relational clauses advocate a 

function of being but never in a sense of existence which, in fact, exhibits a complete distinct type of clauses 

‘existential clauses’ that falls in the borderlines of mental and relational processes. He further added that 

since relational clauses manifest the relationship of being that holds between two items, they are considered 

to have two inherent participants unlike material and mental clauses. Furthermore, to him they are usually 

expressed by verbs ‘be’, or ‘have’, which are consistently phonologically reduced. Relational clauses fall 

into attributive and identifying processes. The attributive type takes two participants, a carrier and an 

attribute, whereas the identifying one includes a token and a value, or what other researchers label them 

identifier and identified. The following examples (adapted from Halliday and Matthiessen 2004) represent 

the relational type of processes:  

a. She [carrier] was [relational] in the room [circumstance]. 

b. She [carrier] was [relational] happy [attribute].  

The transitivity system is mainly composed of the three aforementioned types of processes; however, 

there exist other categories on the borderlines of each two. Here, we specify three other types of processes, 

namely, Behavioral, Verbal, and Existential.  

4.  Behavioral clauses 

At the borderline of material and mental processes exists the behavioral process which is usually 

expressed by an intransitive verb. Such type displays that both the physical and mental aspects of the 

activity are inseparable. They usually display unintentional human behavior. Behavioral clauses consist of 
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two elements in general: the Behaver + the process. They are characterized by the use of present in present 

tense, and sometimes the simple present in its unmarked sense, as shown in the following examples (adapted 

from Halliday and Matthiessen 2004): 

a. Huda [behaver] laughs [process]. 

b. She [behaver] smiles [process]. 

Behavioral clauses may seldom involve another participant which is usually labeled the behavior as 

in: she [behaver] sang [process] a song [behavior]. 

5.  Verbal Clauses  

This type represents processes of saying in which there are usually two participants, sayer and receiver, 

in addition to a verbiage (nominal group) or matter (prepositional phrase) which is the verbalization process. 

There is another instance of verbal process, in which the saying is acted upon a particular participant as in 

the case of insult, praise, slander, abuse and flattering. Hereby, the targeted participant is labeled a ‘Target’.  

The following examples illustrate the verbal clauses above: 

c. Nadia [sayer] asked [verbal process] the teacher [receiver] many questions [verbiage]. 

d. The teacher [sayer] praises [verbal process] the student [target] to his colleagues [recipient] (Halliday 

and Matthiessen 2004). 

6.  Existential Clauses  

Existential processes are clauses which represent the existence of something or its happening. It 

constitutes the processes itself and an existent. This type is usually presented by the verb ‘be’ or other verbs 

that express existence, such as exist, or arise. The existent is usually an event as it can be a phenomenon 

either. It is also worth noting that existential clauses are perpetually preceded by ‘there’. As in the following 

example:  

a. There was [process] an earthquake [existent: event].  

Considering all the processes types, Halliday affirms that participants are inherent in all the 

experiential type of clauses, in which some may have up to three participants, and adds that circumstantial 

elements are optional in a clause. 

2.2 Literary Background 

Lucy (1990) narrates the life of a nineteen-year old girl who migrated from the West Indies into the 

U.S to work as an au pair for an American family. It recites the different stages that Lucy has witnessed 

throughout her journey; namely, racism, homesickness, isolation, and a sexual awakening that lacks 

emotional investment. A variety of male and female characters are involved in the story (Lewis, Mariah, 

Dinah, Peggy, Hugh…etc.)  

Krummel (2004) presupposes that migration is not a newborn phenomenon, but one with an ancient 

history; it started long ago and has grown wider since 1945, and she concludes that though migration is 
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socially not appreciated, it contributed to the birth of many novelists. She thereby spotlighted the effective 

contribution of migrant writers to the field of literature, especially those who migrated from former British 

colonies in the Caribbean to North America, and how they raise and tackle issues of race, racism, gender, 

sexuality, belonging and power. She thereby analyzed Kincaid’s works, for she is one of these great 

spokespersons of the contemporary Caribbean diasporic community. 

According to Donnell (2006), Kincaid embraces a political, cultural and gender consciousness through 

raising discussions of sexuality in her work. Lucy therefore emerges as the counterpoint to the traditional 

Caribbean narratives, as Caribbean writings embraced the feminist diasporic perspectives after being purely 

dominated by nationalist-male views (Penier 2008, 195).  

In what follows, we review the concepts of masculinity and femininity as they are relevant to the study. 

The concept of masculinity and femininity is not firm; it is constantly re/constituted, and it frequently 

changes in accordance with time and culture. These ideas are not absolute representations of inherent 

features. In fact, some of these features may certainly connect to the physical structure of the two sexes; 

however, gender is more of a cultural entity that is affected by language rather than just body constructions 

(Alnes 2009). Media studies, for instance, emphasize topics of gender and promulgate certain stereotypes 

about the two sexes. For example, researchers such as Alnes (2009) and Baker (1999) concluded that 

women are usually represented as either submissive, sensitive and domesticated supposing they were to be 

good, while they are considered rebellious, independent and selfish in case they were bad. Furthermore, 

Baker (1999) agrees upon the fact that males are self-centered, decisive, self-confident, dignified and 

dominant while females are sacrificing, dependent, emotional, anxious to please and maternal.  

Humm (1989) and Alnes (2009) agree that there is no need for such a differentiation between the terms 

gender and sex, in that for them sex is social more than biological in its aspects since it conveys several 

connotations and ideas. With reference to such statement, gender is not stable. It is culturally and 

contextually changeable. Therefore, Humm (1989) further believes that the way men and women use 

language may illustrate certain indications of either dominance and/or subordination.  

Gender roles are carefully appointed in line with the community’s beliefs about the distinct sexes. 

Accordingly, gender inequality rests on the relationship of power between the two sexes. Gender roles are 

usually distributed based on gender stereotypes which most of the times come as exaggerated declarations 

that tend to set the differences between males and females (Blackstone 2003; Kwatsha 2009).  

Gender stereotypes are in fact supposed to be the motives by which men and women subdue to 

inequality. Stereotypes undoubtedly do not always mirror real world facts, but rather culturally mutual 

perceptions about other individuals, in the sense that, though it might not be true that women are soft, 

dainty, and nurturing, this is the society’s concept of femininity. What people are convinced of about gender 

differences does not necessarily match the actual behavior (Galombok and Fivus 1994; Pilcher and 

Wheelehan 2004).  

Wright (2002) claimed that most of the previous studies on gender used to reinforce the stereotypical 

differences between the two sexes, while the latest research on the same concern attempted to question such 
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stereotypes instead of affirming them. With regard to such views, it was emphasized that male writers leave 

out women’s experiences in their early texts. Consequently, the maltreatment performed against females, 

which was initially driven by a patriarchal system, led to the emergence of feminist writers who claim 

equality between the two genders. Thus, feminists usually reckon on the fact that women are being 

oppressed and unequally treated with regard to men. Therefore, feminism aspires to amend the image of 

women through writing. Hence, Feminist stylistics use literary art as a foreground for women’s experiences 

and as a tool to revise male’ stereotypes about women (Bucholtz 2014). 

Since feminist writings and feminist stylistics believe that literature communicates culture and 

sculptures it, literature may either legitimate or reject the discriminating beliefs against women (Blaine 

1990; Ufot 2012).  

2.3 Previous Studies 

The use of Halliday’s SFG model to analyze literary texts dates back to Halliday’s attempt to test the 

applicability of his model to William Golding’s The Inheritors (1973). The results of analyzing three texts 

show that the inheritors who invaded the Neanderthals, a region in Germany, are consistently involved in 

causative oriented processes. Hence, they have power over their surroundings while the Neanderthal people 

are merely engaged in the type of processes, which unveil the fact that they subdue to the Inheritors and 

have no control over their encircling. Halliday’s analysis reveals the choices that Golding made in his work 

through the processes are assigned to the characters.  

Adopting the Hallidayan transitivity model, Kennedy’s (1992) analysis of Conrad’s novel, The Secret 

Agent, was to reveal the murderer of Mr. Verloc  through investigating the role of both the victim and his 

wife. He found that almost all the processes represented by Mr. Verloc were mental and intransitive except 

for one transitive process. In addition, he found that none of the processes has Mr. Verloc as opener of the 

act. On the other hand, the role of his wife was dominated by the use of transitive verbs. She was mostly 

represented by parts of her body or through instruments, showing as if Mrs. Verloc was unaware of her 

actions. He therefore concluded that the victim was the passive bystander of his own death in the sense that 

he has time to see and think but never to act. Kennedy sums up his analysis with the following: “by selecting 

certain options available within certain functions, especially, in this case, the transitivity functions, the roles 

of participants in a situation may be defined, and an understanding of the reasons of their actions may be 

arrived at” (Kennedy 1992, 90). 

Tenorio (2011) explored the language of crime in 56 different articles of four well-known newspapers 

in the UK (The Independent, The Mirror, The Mail, and The Guardian) from a SFG transitivity system 

perspective. Tenorio’s main aim was to reveal the language portrayed in the news one day after Saddam 

Hussein was captured by the US troops. Results show considerable differences in the processes attributed 

to actors described in the news which in fact, leads the researcher to assume that representation is bound to 

power. 
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Hence, the participants who have control over media tend to dominate the discourse act, and 

accordingly manipulate the events.  

Haig (2012) attempted to uncover the participant power in a Radio News Bulletin about youth crimes, 

adopting the SFG and the participant power hierarchy tool in which participants’ roles were measured 

through power rating scores. The findings of the study show that the police are represented as powerful 

through the extensive verbal processes they were assigned. 

3. Data and Methods 

The data of the present study are collected from the first three chapters of Lucy (i.e., Poor Visitor (p. 

03-15), Mariah (p.17-41), and The Tongue (p.43-83)); the two remaining chapters were not included as 

they do not cover numerous direct actions made by the characters as in the former chapters.  

The study analyses 325 sentences which only include simple active voice structures. The characters 

who initiated most of the clauses in the text were 18 (seven males and eleven females). We chose simple 

sentences due to the vagueness and difficulty of analyzing complex structures. Questions were also 

excluded from the analysis. In order to avoid redundancy and confusion, passive voice clauses were also 

left out in the study, and the perplexing sub-types of participants were not emphasized.  

Clauses were then sorted out and carefully analyzed. They were analyzed quantitatively and 

qualitatively. The concepts related to SFG and transitivity were descriptively defined, and the selected texts 

were grammatically analyzed using the transitivity system.  

4. Results and Discussion 

This section is devoted to the analysis of the data gathered, and the discussion of the results attained 

from the analysis of Lucy. The following table demonstrates the number of the processes of all types, and 

their rates of utilization by the two genders regarding the actual number of verbs in the whole chapter.  

Table 1: The frequency distribution of processes types for males and females in chapter.1 
 
Process Types 

Females 
 

Males 

Frequency Percentage 
 

Frequency Percentage 
 

Material 45 29% 1 1% 
Mental 47 31% 2 1% 
Relational 23 15% 1 1% 
Behavioral 14 9% 2 1% 
Verbal 13 8% 6 4% 
Existential 00 00 00 00 
Total  154  100%  

 

As illuminated in Table 1, there is a considerable difference in the distribution of processes types for 

both female and male characters in the story. Statistics reveals that females have a high rate of processes’ 

usage compared to that of males; Material (29%) > (1%), Mental (31%) > (1%), Relational (15%) > (1%), 
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Behavioral (9%) > (1%), Verbal (8%) > (4%), while no existential processes are found in both of their 

occurrences.  

The following table illustrates the results attained from the second chapter of the novel:  

Table 2: The frequency distribution of processes types for males and females in chapter.2 
 
Process Types 

Females 
 

Males 

Frequency Percentage 
 

Frequency Percentage 
 

Material 99 27% 7 2% 
Mental 101 28% 00 00 
Relational 51 14% 4 1% 
Behavioral 38 11% 00 00 
Verbal 59 16% 00 00 
Existential 1 0.28% 1 0.28% 
Total  361  100%  

 

As illustrated in Table 2, the second chapter of the novel contains a larger number of verbs, nearly 361 

verbs in total; however, as it has been analyzed in the first chapter of the work, female characters remained 

in the same high rate as opposed to their counterparts. The frequency ranking of processes is estimated as 

follows: 

Material (27%) > (2%), Mental (28%) > (00), Relational (14%) > (1%), Behavioral (11%) > (00), 

Verbal (16%) > (00), while existential processes score a null; approximately 0.28% for each.  

Hereby, mental processes head the scales with 28% of all the processes in female utterances, whereas 

material clauses lead men’s performances with an estimation of about 2% of total processes.  

It is also worth mentioning that behavioral and verbal processes are completely absent in the male 

characters’ roles.  

The last analyzed chapter in the novel is a long composition of 647 verbs in total. The analysis here 

shows remarkable increase in the values of the process types assigned to male characters; however, females 

as expected, exceed the scores with Material (26%) > (8%), Mental (30%) > (2%), Relational (13%) > 

(4%), Behavioral (5%) > (1%), Verbal (9%) > (2%). On the contrary, no existential processes are found in 

the females’ productions, whereas 0.31% is available for males. Results are demonstrated in Table 3 below.  

Table 3: The frequency distribution of processes types for males and females in chapter.3 
 
Process Types 

Females 
 

Males 

Frequency Percentage 
 

Frequency Percentage 
 

Material 167 26% 50 8% 
Mental 191 30% 11 2% 
Relational 87 13% 23 4% 
Behavioral 34 5% 7 1% 
Verbal 61 9% 14 2% 
Existential 00 00 2 0.31% 
Total  647  100%  
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Having examined the three chapters of the novel, and tabulated the rates for each process type, here is 

the final illustration of data where all sections are accumulated and tabulated accordingly:  

Table 4: The frequency distribution of processes types for all characters in the text 
  
Process Types 

Females 
 

Males 

Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage 
 

Material 311 27% 58 5% 
Mental 339 29% 13 1% 
Relational 161 14% 28 2% 
Behavioral 86 7% 9 0.8% 
Verbal 133 11% 20 2% 
Existential 1 0.1% 3 0.3% 
Total  1162  100%  

 

Just as it has been delineated in the preceding Tables (1-3), the processes distribution shows a 

remarkably distinct frequency rates between the two genders: Material (27%) > (5%), Mental (29%) > 

(1%), Relational (14%) > (2%), Behavioral (7%) > (0.8%), Verbal (11%) > (2%). There is only one instance 

where males score a slightly higher percentage than that of female characters, which was in the existential 

processes’ use of approximately 0.3% for 0.1% in total.  

In her work, Kincaid presented a number of male and female characters in order to achieve a certain 

goal through writing; however, as it has been shown through the transitivity system by means of the 

tabulated data, the characters were not in fact represented in fairly the same way. For that in the whole work 

as illustrated in Table 4, material processes were heavily used by females than by males, more precisely 

with a value of (27%) for (5%) of the total number of the verbs used (1162). This result exhibits that females 

are the doers of almost all actions in the text. It is worth mentioning that the actions assigned to women in 

the text are not of the daily routines, or everyday activities such as cooking, cleaning, and shopping etc., 

which are normally the most common domestic roles occupied by women, more precisely the roles that the 

society ascribes them. This point is further illustrated with the following examples extracted from the novel:  

1. She Actor put Material on a record Goal she Actor had bought Material earlier that day Circumstance 

(p.10) 

2. Mariah Actor reached out Material to me Circumstance, rubbing Material her hand Goal against my 

cheek Circumstance (p.14). 

Concerning the mental processes in the text, they were extensively used by women than by men, and 

they scored the highest rates of all the other minor types in all the three sections of the narrative. This was 

approximately estimated 29% for women against 1% for men in sum. The measure clearly shows that the 

writer sees women as more thoughtful and reflective than their counterpart, for that female characters were 

not only assigned verbs of affection, they were also appointed verbs of cognition and perception as 

demonstrated below: 

3. This woman Senser who hardly knew me loved Mental me Phenomenon, and she wanted me to love 

this thing ….that she loved also (p.20). affection  
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4. A man Phenomenon Mariah S had known Mental all her life Circumstance (p.21). cognition 

5. From my room Circumstance I Senser could see Mental the lake Phenomenon (p.22). Perception) 

This result contradicts many judgments about women, and may thus illustrate some other concepts to 

readers. 

Relational processes were also widely used by women (14%) compared to men (2%), in which most 

of the relational clauses attributed to men were of the identifying type, whereas they varied upon the two 

types for women, as illustrated below: 

6. His name Identified was Relational Hugh Identifier (p.39). 

7. The children Carrier were Relational too young Attribute (p.44). 

Female characters also participated in 11% of verbal clauses type, whereby they were assigned the 

role of either a Sayer or a Receiver of another female’s verbiage, while men barely initiate in 2% of verbal 

utterances. These results are illustrated in the following examples:  

8. Lewis Sayer said Verbal, “Jesus Christ! The goddam rabbits!” (p.44). Verbiage 

9. Something Verbiage Mariah Sayer had told Verbal me Receiver over and over Circumstance (p.39). 

Behavioral processes likewise are barely employed by men and their measure approximates 0.8% only, 

compared to their counterpart whose use of behavioral processes equals nearly 7% in total. These 

frequencies so far illustrate that women are more animate and communicative unlike men. Finally, 

existential processes are adopted by men rather than women, an insignificant difference of about (0.3)> 

(0.1).  

The following examples exhibit the distribution of behavioral and existential processes for both males 

and females: 

10. I Behaver sang Behavioral songs Behavior (p.47). 

11. To look at her, there was Existential nothing remotely like an Indian about her existent (p.25). 

12. There was Existential Tanner existent (p.48). 

13. He Behaver made Behavioral a mock animal sound Behavior to Miriam Circumstance (p.29). 

These results go in line with Goatly’s assumptions (2000) concerning the hierarchy of the participant 

power relations that is primarily built upon participants’ roles in a given text, more precisely, to the 

distribution of their roles in the different types of clauses. Accordingly, actors of transitive and intransitive 

clauses in the material type of processes tend to possess the most powerful role in the text, whereas the 

affected participants in a material clause get hold of less power. As it is shown in the following examples,  

male actors happen to occupy the goal role in females’ utterances: 

14. When she accompanied Lewis (p.35).  

15. They left my father (p.30). 

Verbal clauses also occupy the second rank in Goatly’s hierarchical triangle of power relations. To 

him, the role of being “a sayer” in a verbal clause sat on their potentiality to transmit a message and hence 
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encompass an impact on the remainder of the conscious recipients. Considering his words, the results 

attained from the study demonstrate that female characters tend to hold powerful roles than their 
counterparts in light of their extensive use of verbal clauses.  

It is also worth mentioning that the author marks her presence in the text, and was a fundamental 

character too, therefore her instances were measured and calculated among the other characters. The writer 

had a great involvement in all the different types of processes as it is shown in the instances below: 

16. I/Actor kissed/Material Hugh/Goal (p.47). 

17. But I/Senser did notice/Menatl it/Phenomenon (p.46).  

18. I/Carrier was/Relational only nineteen/Attribute (p.48). 

19. I/Sayer could have told/Verbal them/Receiver a thing or two/ Verbiage (p.42). 

Taking all the aforementioned and the processes’ frequencies of male and female characters into 

account, the analysis of the three chapters of the novel showed a great favor for females over males. Thus, 

through the investigation of the grammatical choices made by the author, by means of the transitivity 

system, there seems to be an unequal distribution of processes types for the two genders. This result was 

illustrated in the previous Tables (1-3), and is further illustrated in the following Figure: 

 
Figure 1: Frequency rates of processes types for males and females  

According to Ufot (2012) and Opara (2000), males are more active than females; therefore, they are 

ascribed material processes, whereas females are mostly attached to emotions and so, they are respectively 

appointed the affective type of mental process.  

However, the current study found that the writer has superseded such tendencies by representing 

women as more active than their counterparts, for that they are mostly the actors of generally all the material 

clauses in the texts which proves their mastering of their surroundings as the function of material processes 

is justified by most functional linguists, namely Halliday. Not to mention, females are also either the 

sensers, or the phenomena of mental clauses of the three types (perception, cognition, and affection). This 

reflects their ability to respond to outer stimulations or their power to affect the consciousness of other 

participants, mainly female characters, as put by Haig's (2012) scheme of participant power hierarchy.  
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Unlike the seven male characters, the females participated in the other sub-type of processes, mainly 

the verbal and behavioral clauses and as carriers, or identifiers in relational clauses type in a remarkably 

heavy way compared to their counterparts. 

In accordance with Haig’s upgraded scheme, behavioral processes occupy the third position in the 

power ranking scale after material and verbal types, whereas relational processes hold no position in the 

diagram, so that they maintain no power in their constructions. On the contrary, Matthiessen (1999) found 

that relational clauses are the second commonly used types of processes in any discourse through his 

analysis of selected profiles using the transitivity system.  

Finally, the existent in existential clauses is powerless in Haig’s scheme, and this seems the only type 

of processes whereby men heavily participated.  

Conforming to previous literature and the results attained by the studies that used the transitivity 

system, it is evident to conclude that Jamaica Kincaid illustrated gender inequality in her work through a 

subvert in the power roles attributed to the two genders. This inequality was exerted through the 

grammatical choices she displayed through her writing, in the sense that there is an inequality in the 

distribution of process types for females and males in the novel. Hereby, female participants were mainly 

the dominators of most of the actions in the story; they were involved in causative oriented process which 

illustrates that they have power over the male characters, whereas their counterpart hardly occupies the role 

of receivers of the processes. Furthermore, female characters had control over most of the discourse 

throughout the three analyzed chapters. Females not only were attributed the direct actions, but rather also 

they were the main participants of the other minor processes; they occupied most of the mental, behavioral 

and relational clauses by being the sensers, behavers, carriers or identifiers. Females were the main 

participants of these clauses compared to the male characters who were mostly the receivers of actions in 

such clauses. Henceforth, conforming to what Blaine (1990) and Ufot (2012) have illustrated, the writer 

communicated her own beliefs and sculptured them through her literature and grammatical choices. She in 

fact rejected the discriminating beliefs she witnessed back in her country through a reverse in the traditional 

gender stereotypes through displaying women as effectual dynamic actors and assertive sayers as well as 

initiators of all process types. This reversal in power between female and male characters in the text exerted 

through particular grammatical choices is a stand up against the patriarchal views and practices in the 

Caribbean society to which the writer belongs, and a call for freedom for females.  

5. Conclusion 

Halliday's model has always emphasized the strong liaison which connects meaning to choice. He 

therefore stresses the necessity for analyzing language as an interaction between the two, for  if the choices 

of meaning we make accord to the message we wish to convey, one could inquire the meaning behind the 

language choices (cited in Butler 1985). 

The current study draws upon the same perspective. It therefore seeks to investigate the linguistic 

choices made by Jamaica Kincaid in her works Lucy to uncover some of the beliefs she might have 
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contextually embedded, namely, gender inequality. It thus examines the narrative linguistically using 

Systemic Functional Grammar (SFG).  

We conclude that the writer has made particular grammatical choices to illustrate a subvert in the 

traditional gender stereotypes and a newly hierarchical power system whereby female characters were 

powerfully represented than their male counterparts. Thus, the writer has manipulated language to embed 

her contextual background of gender roles. 

The analysis also showed that the linguistic study of literary works opens up wide gates for research 

in linguistics and literature. It attracts the reader’s attention towards the strength of language in representing 

the writer’s beliefs. Throughout this pursuit, systemic functional grammar is proven an effective tool for 

critical discourse analysis as well as for the field of literature. 
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  )لوسي(جمايكا  ةلرواي النظمية الوظيفيةمن منظور القواعد  ةتحليلي دراسة

  أسامة عمري
  ، األردنللغة اإلنجليزية، جامعة اليرموكقسم ا

  خيرا حرشاوي
  الجزائر سم األدب واللغات، جامعة طاهر محمد،ق

  عبد الله الدقامسة
 قسم اللغة اإلنجليزية، جامعة اليرموك، األردن

  

  الملخص

 ومدى )وسي(ليهدف هذا البحث إلى دراسة التراكيب النحوية التي استخدمتها الكاتبة "جامايكا كينكيد" في روايتها 

مساهمة هذه التراكيب في تحقيق إيديولوجيات معينة كعدم المساواة بين الجنسين، وذلك باالستناد إلى نظرية القواعد الوظيفية 

التعدي، إلى قياس أدوار المشاركين وأنواع االفعال المنسوبة إليهم بدقة، سعيًا لتحقيق  النظمية. فقامت الدراسة من خالل نظام

جمله من  325تم جمع البيانات من هذه الدراسة من الفصول الثالثة االولي من لوسي، بحيث انه تم تحليل  األهداف المنشودة.

مشاركين المذكورة في نظام المتعدي. تناولت الدراسة سبعه الفصول المذكورة وتصنيفها لألنواع المختلفة من افعال وأدوار ال

ذكور واحدي عشره شخصيه انثويه شاركت بشكل مباشر في جميع االفعال الواردة في النص. الدراسة الحالية ذات طبيعة كميه. 

افة إلى ذلك، فقد عرضت بعد التحليل افاضت الدراسة الى ان الكتابة عرضت النساء كفاعالت اساسيات ومتكلمات حازمات. باإلض

كينكايد جميع الشخصيات األنثوية كمشاركات رئيسيات في مختلف العمليات الثانوية األخرى مقارنة بالشخصيات الذكورية في 

تخُلص الدراسة إلى التأكيد على أن نظريه القواعد النحوية الوظيفية هي واحدة من األدوات األكثر فعالية في تحليل  القصة.

  من جهة، والدراسات األدبية من جهة أخرى.الخطابات 

   : القواعد الوظيفية النظمية، نظام الترانزيتيفية، تحليل خطاب، عدم المساواة، العنصرية.الكلمات المفتاحية
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