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The Degree of Effectiveness of the Use of Modern Technological Techniques
in Enhancing the Decision-making of Football Referees

Khaled Al- Zyoud, Mahmoud Yaqoub, Mohmad Magqablieh and Ahmad Al- Batayneh
Faculty of physical Education, Yarmouk University, Irbid, Jordan.

Abstract

This study was designed to identify the degree of effectiveness of the use of modern technological
techniques in enhancing the decision-making process of football referees. The study sample consisted
of (73) referees of football in Jordan for first degree and professionals randomly selected from the
study community. The researchers used the statistical package program (SPSS), The results showed
that the degree of effectiveness of the use of modern technological techniques in enhancing the
decision-making process of the referees was average. It was aloo found that experience plays a
positive role in the decision-making correctness of the referees, while scientific qualification does not
have any role in the decision-making by the referees it is recommend to develop and improve the
techniques and strategies that help the referees in the management of the games.

Keywords: Football, Technological techniques, Football referees, Decision making.
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Assessment of Teaching Performance for Track and Field Courses
in Light of Total Quality Criteria

Ahmad Akour, Nezar Al -luwaici and Yousef Fraihat

Faculty of physical Education,Yarmouk University, Irbid, Jordan.

Abstract

The aim of this study was to evaluate the teaching performance of athletics courses in light of
Total Quality Critera and reveal whether are differences in the evaluation grade due to gender and
level of the course. The study used the descriptive method. The study sample consisted of (214)
students from the Faculty of Physical Education in Yarmouk University enrolled in athletics courses
the first semester of the academic year (2018/2019). The study seeks to measure the teaching
performance of athletics courses in light of Total Quality Criteria. The modified questionnaire by (Al-
Akour, 2013) was used which consisted of (35) paragraphs divided into four areas (outputs, content,
strategies and activities, evaluation), The results of the study showed that the degree of evaluation of
the teaching performance of athletics courses in light Total of Quality Critera came with a medium
Level and that there are no significant differences in the impact of gender variable on all study areas
and tool as a whole there are statistically significant differences in the effect of the variable of the
course level in favor of training athletics courses on all fields of study and the instrument as a whole,
The study recommended holding continuous and modern courses for the teaching staff in the field of
applying total Quality Critera in teaching.

Key words: Evaluation, Teaching performance, Athletics courses
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The Impact of the Capital Structure on the Firms' Value of Jordanian
Industrial and Service Corporations: An Analytical Study

Sameh Ajlouni, Turki Alhmoud and Maha Alerman

Faculty of Economics and Administrative Sciences, Yarmouk University, Irbid, Jordan.

Abstract

This study aims to test the effect of the capital structure on the value of Jordanian industrial and
service corporations excluding financial sector, and to explore the extent to which industrial and
service companies rely on long and short-term debt during the period 2013-2017. The fixed effect
model for time series and cross-sectional data was estimated for (95) companies of which (49)
industrial companies and (46) service companies. The results show that industrial and service
corporations are less dependent on long-term debts (less than 10% on average), compared to short-
term debts (26.3% on average). The study also found that there is a negative statistically significant
effect of long-term debts and short-term debts on the value of industrial and service companies. There
was no statistically significant effect of the growth of the companies on their values.

Keywords: Capital structure, Value of the company, Industrial companies, Service companies,
Amman Stock Exchange (ASE).
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(105) 1

The Problematic Relationship between Islam and Modernity in
Contemporary Arab Dialogue: Directions and Starting Points

Ali Abd-Alfattah Mohammad Abdou
Department of Islamic Philosophy, College of Sciences House, Cairo University, Cairo, Egypt.

Abstract

It is not hidden to any one who has mind that the Islamic world, against its will, falls under the
influence of modernity, which has invaded the Islamic societies. Denying this fact is a kind of fantasy.
Moreover, many of the principles and values of modernity are denied by Islam, especially in the
ideological and metaphysical aspects. Therefore, this research tries to solve the problem between
Islam and modernit, which is of great importance. The aim of this research is to contribute to drawing
an integrated map of contemporary trends on the issue of the relationship between Islam and
modernity, as well as stating the starting points of each trend, and trying to show the wisest and safest
trend. One of the most important results of this study is that the trends that radicalize right or left lack
wisdom and that the compromise approach remains in the side that takes into account the constants of
Islam and does not deny the requirements ofdifferent times, thereby being the wisest and safest
approach.

Keywords: Problematic, Relationship, Islam, Modernity.
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The Rhetorical Thought of Prof. Fadel Hasan Abbas

Mohammad Ahmad Al-Jamal

Department of Religion's Fundamentals, Yarmouk University, irbid, jordan.

Abstract

The aim of this study is to discover the rhetorical thought of one of Tafseer, Quranic sciences and
rhetoric modern scholars as the study attempted to present his great efforts in Quranic rhetoric. This
scholar is Professor Fadel Hasan Abbas- may Allah rest his soul-. The study identified fourteen
rhetoric works for this academic scholar and these included books and research papers. This indicates
that he was very interested in this field of study, thus, worth the effort dedicated to discover his
rhetoric thought. In the research, I followed both descriptive and analytical approaches. The research
concluded the important results I summarized in the conclusion.

Keywords: Rhetorical, Thought, Fadel Abbas, Qurannic sciences.
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Iraqi Jewish Writers: Cultural and Literary Contributions before and
after Immigration to Israel

Mahmoud Sanad Al-Amarat
Department of Semitic and Oriental Language, Yarmouk University , Irbid, Jordan.

Abstract

The Iraqi Jewish community is considered one of the most ancient communnities in the world and the
fifth largest ethnic groups present in Israel. The people of this community formed an essential
component of the Iraqi society (before their migration) and the Israeli society (after they migrated to
israel). The people of this community were also distinguished during their long presence in Iraq and
after their immigration to Israel by their active participation in various fields of life. The people of this
community were creative in the cultural and literary life. This study sheds light on the participation of
the members of this community in the cultural and literary life in Iraq during the few decades that
preceded the establishment of the so-called "state of Israel", their migration from Iraq to Israel, their
suffering after their arrival in the new society and the extent of their contribution after that to the
cultural and literary life in Israel. The study also revealed the reasons for the superiority of this
community over other Jewish communities in Israel.

Keywords: Iraqi jewish community, Writers, Hebrew literature, Immigration to israel, Cultural and
literary life, Cultural privacy.
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The Jurisprudence Rule
"Forgivable in the Benefits of What is Unforgivable in the Dignitaries"
(Jurisprudential Study)

Niebal Al-Etoum, Alaa Al-Borini and Randa Al-Omari
Department of Figh, Yarmouk University, Irbid, Jordan.

Abstract

This study dealt with one of the rules of forgiveness, which is "forgivable in the benefits is what is
unforgivable in dignitaries", where the study aims to indicate what is meant by the rule and the
applications of jurisprudence on it.

The study came in three investigations; the first topic dealt with concepts and terminology, while
the second topic dealt with the rooting of the rule from the legal point of view and the third topic
discussed the most important applications of jurisprudence on this rule.

The word "exoneration" has not been mentioned much in the books of the old jurists, but it comes
with the concept of tolerance and forgiveness in terms of controls and restrictions.

The researchers concluded that the jurisprudence rule is based on the principles of forgiveness,
facilitation and lifting of embarrassment and that it is only in the contracts of benefits.

Keywords: Exoneration, Benefits, Dignitaries.
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The Degree of Contribution of Academic Achievement in Math and
Arabic Languge and Body Mass Index in Some of the Motor Abilities
among Pupils Aged (11) Years
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Department of Sport Sciences, Faculty of Physical Education, Yarmouk University, Irbid, Jordan

Issa Alwneh
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Amman, Jordan

Abstract

This study aimed to explore the relationship between physical abilities and academic achievement in
math and Arabic languge. Particulary, this study sought to investigate the role of academic
achievement variables and body mass index (BMI) in motor abilities of male students aged (11) years.
The study sample consisted of (49) male students who were intentionally selected from Haroon Al-
Rashid school in Jerash, Jordan. For the purpose of this study, a descriptive approach was used
through German Battery Movement Test (GMT) application. The battery included the following motor
abilities: backward movement balance, side jump for (15 seconds) and stand and reach test. In
addition, academic achievement in mathematics and Arabic language was measured. (SPSS) was used
to investigate means, standard deviations, correlation coefficients and equation of prediction. The
study results showed a significant discrepancy in the role of (BMI) in the backward movement
balance.

Keywords: Academic achievement, Body Mass Index, Motor abilities, Pupils aged (11) years.



934

References

Bani Khaled, Sh. (2017). Relationship of Attention Concentration and Anthropometric Parameters to
Cardiovascular Endurance and Balance among (10-12) years Old Female Students. Unpuplished
Master Theses, Faculty of Physical Education. Yarmouk University.

Bataineh, A. & Ogqaili, N. (2018). Mental Abilities and Their Relationship to Some Motor Abilities for
Childhood Central Stage (6-9) Years. Dirasat for educational sciences, 45(1). 171-189.

Bataineh, A., Khazaleh, W., Abu Mohammad, M. & Abu Shihab, E. (2017). Academic Achievement
and Anthropometric Measurements and Their Correlation with the Ability of Motor Balance and
Concentration for (12) Years Old Children. JEPS, 18(4), 193-222.

Bittmann, F., Gutschow, S., Luther, S., Wessel, N. & Kurths, J. (2005). Uber den funktionellen
Zusammenhang zwischen posturaler Balanceregulierung und schulischen Leistungen. Deutsche
Zeitschrift fiir Sportmedizin, 56(10), 348-352.

Bos, K. (2001). Handbuch motorische Tests. Gottingen: Hogrefe.

Bos, K. (2003). Motorische Leistungsfahigkeit von Kindern und Jugendlichen. In: W. Schmidt, I.
Hartmann-Tews & W.-D. Brettschneider (Eds.). Erster Deutscher Kinder und Jugendsportbericht
(S. 85-107). Schorndorf: Hofmann.

Bos, K. & Ulmer, J. (2003). Motorische Entwicklung im Kindesalter. Monatsschrift Kinderheilkunde,
1, 14-21.

Bos, K., Brochmann, C., Eschette, H., Limmle, L., Lanners, M., Oberger, J., Opper, E., Romahn, N.,
Schorn, A., Wagener, Y., Wagner, M. & Worth, A. (2006). Gesundheit, motorische
Leistungsfahigkeit und kérperlich-sportliche Aktivitit von Kindern und Jugendlichen in
Luxemburg. Eine Untersuchung fiir die Altersgruppen 9, 14 und 18 Jahre. Abschlussbericht zum
Forschungsprojekt. Luxembourg: SCRIPT.

Bos, K., Worth, A., Opper, E., Oberger, J. & Woll, A. (2009). Motorik-Modul. Eine Studie zur
motorischen Leistungsfihigkeit und korperlich-sportlichen —Aktivitdt von Kindern und
Jugendlichen in Deutschland. Abschlussbericht zum Forschungsprojekt. Baden-Baden: Nomos-
Verl.-Ges. Verlag.

Buck, S., Hillman, C. & Castelli, D. (2008). Aerobic Fitness Influences on Stroop Task Performance
in Preadolescent Children. Medicine & Science in Sports & Exercise, 40, 166—172.

Chomitz, V. R., Slining, M. M., McGowan, R. J., Mitchell, S. E., Dawson, G. F. & Hacker, K. A.
(2009). Is There a Relationship between Physical Fitness and Academic Achievement? Positive
Results from Public Health School Children in the Northeastern United States. Journal of School
Health, 79, 30-37. Cognition in Children: A Meta-analysis. Pediatric Exercise Science, 15, 243-
256.

Colcombe, S. & Kramer, A.F. (2003). Fitness Effects on the Cognitive Function of Older Adults: A
meta-analytic Study. Psychol. Sci., 14, 125 — 130.

Dhingra, R., Manhas, S. & Kohli, N. (2010). Relationship of Perceptual Abilities with Academic
Performance of Children. The Social Science Journal, 23(2), 143—147.

Dirksen, T., Zentgraf, K. & Wagner, H. (2015). Bewegungskoordination und Schulerfolg? Feldstudie
zum Einfluss einer Bewegungsintervention auf koordinative und schulische Leistungen in der
Sekundarstufe 1. Springer-Verlag Berlin Heidelberg.

Etnier, J. L., Salazar, W., Landers, D. M., Petruzzello, S. J., Han, M. & Priscilla, N. (1997). The
Influence of Physical Fitness and Exercise upon Cognitive Functioning: A Meta-analysis. Journal
of Sport & Exercise Psychology, 19, 249-277.



935

Etnier, J. L., Nowell, P., Landers, D. & Sibley, B. (2006). A4 Meta-regression to Examine the
Relationship between Aerobic Fitness and Cognitive Performance. Brain Research Review, 52(1),
119-130.

Hirtz, P. & Niske, F. (1994). Motorische Entwicklung in der Diskussion (S. 245-251). Sankt
Augustin: Academia.

Hollmann, W. & Strider, H. (2003). Gehirngesundheit, Gehirnleistungsfihigkeit und korperliche
Aktivitit. Deutsche Zeitschrift fiir Sportmedizin, 54(9), 265-266.

Holstiege, H. (2004). Friiherziehung nach Maria Montessori. In: H. Ludwig/Chr. Fischer/R. Fischer
(Hrsg.), Montessori-Pddagogik — Eine Revolution in der Erziehung? (S. 27-56). Miinster: LIT.
Jugendlichen. Ein Fehlverhalten mit unabsehbaren Konsequenzen. Padiatrische Praxis, (66), 117-
123.

Kurths J., Voss A., Witt A., Saparin P., Kleiner HJ. & Wessel, N. (1995). Quantitative Analysis of
Heart rate Variability. Chaos, 5, 88-94.

Lampert. T., Richter, M., & Klocke, A. (2000). Kinder und Jugendliche: Ungleiche
Lebensbedingungen, ungleiche Gesundheitschancen. Gesundheitswesen, 68, 94 — 100.

Markowitsch, H.-J. (2002). Dem Gedaechtnis auf dem Spur: vom Erinnern und vergessen. Darmstadt:
Wiss. Buch Ges.

Meinel, K. & Schnabel, G. (2007). Bewegungslehre Sport Motorik. Abriss Einer Theorie sportlichen
Motorik unter Peadagogischem Aspekt. Aachen: Meyer & Meyer Verlag.

Nourbakhsh, P. (2006). Perceptual Motor Abilities and Their Relationships with Academic
Performance of Fifth grade Pupils in Comparison with Oseretsky Scale. Kinesiology, 38, 40—48.

Planinsec, J. (2002). Relations between the Motor and Cognitive dimensions of Preschool Girls and
Boys. Perceptual and Motor Skills, 94(2), 415-423.

Roth, K. & Willimczik, K. (1999). Bewegungswissenschaft. Ahrensburg: Rororo.

Schnabel, G. & Thiess, G. (1993). Lexikon der Sportwissenschaft: Leistung Training — Wettkampf.
Berlin: Sportverlag.

Schott, N. (2000). Prognostizierbarkeit und Stabilitdit von sportlichen Leistungen iiber einen Zeitraum
von 20 Jahren: eine Nachuntersuchung bei 28jihrigen Erwachsenen.

Weineck, J. (2010). Optimales Training. SpittaVerlag, Balingen. 16. Auflage.

Zeffiro, T. & Eden GF. (2001). The Cerebellum and Dyslexia: Perpetrator or Innocent Bystander.
Trends Neurosci., 24, 512-513.

Ziroli, S. (2003b). Zur motorischen Leistungsfihigkeit von Schiilerinnen und Schiilern an
Grundschulen mit Sportprofil-Teill. Haltung und Bewegung, 23(4), 7-17.



936

(1)

(3) "o (1)

(2)




937

(3)

(4) Gala

(40)




938

Bos, )

(15)
5
(5) Galal
(5)
(5) 3)
(3,4.5,6)
(5) (40) -

(8)
(48)

.(Opper, Woll, Liebisch, Breithecker & Kremer, 2001



939

(15)

(40)



940

(90)

(40)




953 -941 2020 4 29

2020/6/11

2020/2/10

.2020

1
@
3

*



942

. 2012

(1
(2
(3
4
6

(1
(2
3
4

1

(2

(1
(2
(3
4
6
6



943

: (Al-Razi, 1999, p.140)
(Turquoise Abadi, 2005, p. . :

(Al-Farabi, ."
(lbn .

Eben Fars,1995, vol.4,

(Ibn Sayyidah, 2000, vol. 2, p. 320) .

. (Kathir Azza, 1971, p. 62)."

.('1bn Faris, 1995, vol.1,p.491).
(Al-Farabi, 1987, vol. 1, p. 104).

.(Ibn Faris, 1995, vol.3, p.124)

.1012)

1987, vol. 5, p. 1723)

.Manzoor, 2002, vol. 11, p. 319)

. (Isfahani, p. 437)"

.(p.181)

. (Ibn Manzoor, 2002, vol. 1, p. 283).



944

( ) !
.(Ali Haider, 1991, vol. 1, p. 65)

.(Al-Zuhaili, 2006, vol. 1, p. 384)

.(Al-Borno, p. 328)

.(Al-Razi, 1997, vol. 5, p. 148) " "1
.(Ibn Qudamah, vol. 3, p.20) " "2

AI_) n n :
.(Sarkhasi, vol. 6, p. 215
.(Zayed Encyclopedia, vol.10, p.230)

.(Al-Borno, 2003, p. 328)

Al-Hamwi, 1985, vol. )
.1, p. 435

()

.(Suyooti, vol. 1, p. 238)



945

.(Al-Zuhaili, vol. 1, p. 385)

.(1bn al-Qayyim, 2006, vol. 2, p. 196) (Al-Razi, 1997, vol. 5, p. 148) .

) (

.(Ibn al-Qayyim, vol. 2, p. 196) ."

) :
(44
" (Malik, 1987, vol. 2, p. 323) " "
.(Al-Ansari, 1998, p. 84) "
" .(Ahmad, 2001, vol. 13, p. 196) "
( ) ( )

Al-Razi, 1997, )

.(vol. 5, p. 148



946

.(Al-Sarkhsi, 1995, vol. 1, p. 273) .

. (44 ) ):

.(Baramawi, 2015, vol. 4, p. 204) "

) ): (90 ) (
(81

.(Al-Kafawi, 1991, p. 502) .

.(Ibn al-Qayyim, 1998, p. 339) .

(1
.(Ibn Najim, 2004, p. 128) .
: (2
.(Zayla'i, 1994, vol. 6, p. 226) .
(3
.(Zarkashi, 1999, vol. 2, p. 214)
" 4

.(Suyooti, 1990, p. 141) .



947

.(Suyooti, 1990, p. 143)

. . : 6
Al-Ansari, 1998, vol. 3, p.)
(226
" 6
.(Zarkashi, 2004, vol. 5, p. 396) "
.(Ali Haider, 1991, vol. 1, p. 65)

" (Al-Zuhaili, Vol 2, p. 450)

(Al-Hosni, vol. 3, p. 107)"
(1

) ): -
" "o : (44

.(Baramawi, 2015, vol. 4, p. 204) " - -

(2

.(Al-Razi, 1997, vol. 5, p. 148)



948

(1
.(Ali Haider, 1991, vol. 1, p. 65)

Zarkashi, 1985, vol. 2, p. ) " ( ) :
(216

.(Al-Lahji, 1968, p. 64)

(Badr Al-Din al-Aini, 2000, vol. 5, p. 8)
(AL Httab ALroaieni, 1992, vol. 3, p. 422)
(Zechariah Al-Ansari, 1998, vol. 3, p. 135)
.(Mardawi, 1999, vol. 8, p. 49)

@

@



949

3
(4
G

®

1
1

Rule: The Question is Repeated in the Answer

"Fundamental Jurisprudence Study"'

Osama Adnan Eid AL-Ghonmeen

Faculty of Al-Sharee’a and Islamic Studies, Yarmouk University, Irbid, Jordan.

Abstract

In this research, the researcher seeks to study the jurisprudential rule: the question is repeated in
the answer: its meaning, rooting and jurisprudential applications. The research adopted two
approaches: the inductive approach and the descriptive one and concluded that the rule means that if
the answer comes with one of its tools: (Yes, Yeah, Yup) after a detailed question, the answer is

considered to include the content of the question, because the meaning of these tools depends on the
preceding, and all what is in the question is present in the answer, even if not repeated.

The research showed that the rule, is rooted the Koran and the Sunnah, and that its provision is a
linguistic requirement, without dispute. The research revealed that the rule is ongoing in various
sections of jurisprudence and that a few jurists have prevented the flow of the rule in the chapter of
marriage, among the most important results of the research is that the question in the rule sometimes
comes more general than a question which includes information and construction.

Keywords: Rules, Jurisprudence, Jurisprudential rules, Question, Repeated, Answer.
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The Syrian Refugee Issues in the Jordanian Press
An Analytical Study

Aladdin Al-Farraji
Media Department, Yarmouk University, Irbid, Jordan.

Abstract

The study aimed to analyze the frameworks of the Jordanian newspaper Alrai related to the Syrian asylum
crisis for the period from 1/10/2013 to 31/12/2013 and the nature of the press coverage composed of the press
content about the Syrian refugee movement to Jordan since mid (2011). To achieve the purpose of the study, the
researcher analyzed the topics that dealt with this issue according to the theory of media frameworks. Alrai
newspaper was taken as a sample of Jordanian national newspapers with a semi-governmental orientation. As a
result, it ranked first among the Jordanian daily newspapers in terms of decadence, reliability and distribution.
The results of the study showed that the topic "valuation of the role of the host countries" was one of the
priorities of press treatment of this issue. the news pattern came first in the treatment (60.5%), in addition to the
reliance of the newspaper on its own sources (delegates or correspondents) in the treatment (48.9%). The study
recommended the need for paying more attention to other journalist patterns in treatment due to its importance,
as well as giving the local community forces the deserved importance of emerging as active forces and the
confirmation of the role of means of highlighting by images and colors, in addition to rnhance the location of the
journalist article to draw the attention of the recipient of these topics.

Keywords: Frameworks, Treatment, Refugees, Jordanian Press.
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The Impact of Lebanese Journalism on the Cultural Life in Bilad Al-Sham:
(Jinan and Mofid) As a Model
1870-1918

Fadwa Nosairat

Philadelphaia University, Amman, Jordan

Abstract

Press in Bilad Al-Sham is considered the main pillar on which the press was based in the Arab
world, especially in Lebanon, as the first start was from Beirut, the capital of the Arab press.

The study consists of main axes; first came the cultural renaissance factors in Bilad Al-Sham and
its manifestations, which led to develop the Arab press. Then ,the researcher moved to talk about the
development of the Lebanese press,in terms of its types, writers and forms. The third part was devoted
to talk about Al-Mufid Newspaper (1906-1908) and Al-Jinan Magazine (1870-1884) as examples
selected from among the Lebanese magazines and newspapers. Finally, the researcher examined the
effects of the Lebanese press on Arab political and cultural awareness in general.

This study is based on objective scientific research by using the descriptive analytical approach to
review the previous literature on the topic that covered the most important newspapers such as (Al-
Mufid) that contributed to spread the Arab national awareness and claimed to Arab self-rights from the
Ottoman Empire. The study also discussed the effect of Al-Jinan Magazine,founded by Boutros Al-
Bustani and Suleiman Al-Bustani,in order to understand the relationship between the press as the
only means of communication and the Arab intellectual, the general public and the state.

The study clarified the role of the Lebanese press in destroying obsolete customs in Arab societies
and in stimulating minds that turned into the first goal of most Lebanese newspapers published in that
time period.

Keywords: Lebanese press, Al-Jinan magazine, Al-Mufid newspaper, Arab journalism, Bilad Al-
Sham.
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were much stronger than the men” (Block, 1959, p. 133) and this could be the reason that he presents
women as strong and courageous in his play.

The servant of the Petkoffs, Louka, does not act as a maid by refusing to treat Sergius as superior
to her and criticizing the dishonorable behaviors of soldiers. Louka resists the constant abusive
attempts and unwanted advances of Sergius and criticizes him for his cowardice and
ungentlemanliness, “you don’t know what true courage is” (p. 45). Shaw does not only present Sergius
as an ignorant officer who lacks character, but also as an abusive man who uses masculine strength to
have control over women. It would be important to note here that the cruelty of Sergius toward Louka
and his attempts to subdue her may reflect his brutality as a soldier in wartime. Louka challenges the
inequities of the social status quo that treats her as inferior and expresses her anger at Sergius for not
behaving nobly and gallantly, “I’ve found out that whatever clay I’m made of, you’re made of the
same” (p. 28). This implies that Louka refuses to accept her position as a servant and struggles to fight
the established social order. Louka asserts dominance through subduing Sergius and marrying him to
elevate her social status in society by marrying above her class. The fact that women assume powerful
roles in Shaw’s play and satirize the incompetence and cowardice of male officers would represent an
attack on soldiering that makes them rethink their devotion to false ideals of heroism.

In conclusion, Shaw ridicules soldiers throughout his play by presenting them as cowards who
seem to be incompetent and lack military expertise. The play portrays the destructiveness of war and
its negative impact on the psychology of officers through mocking those who attempt to achieve
heroism by killing others. This invites the audience to rethink their devotion to false notions of valor
and express their skepticism of the heroism of soldiers. Shaw eliminates the romanticized illusions of
women about war by presenting soldiers as timid and murderers rather than valiant and honorable. The
end of the Serbo-Bulgarian War in the play by signing a peace treaty reflects the aspirations of people
for a peaceful and better life.
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domestic sphere as she rejects the inactive role of women at home. She presents the Petkoffs as
patriots holding high ranks in the military and defending their country as heroes. When Sergius comes
back home after the end of war, Raina greets him with envy because he was fighting on the battlefield,
“how I have envied you, Sergius! You have been out in the world, on the field of battle, able to prove
yourself there worthy of any woman in the world; whilst | have had to sit at home inactive —
dreaming” (p. 25). This implies that heroism, according to Raina, can be achieved through becoming a
soldier rather than sitting at home as she prefers to listen to stories about war. The fact that Raina
favors the masculine discourse about war over the feminine one about home establishes herself as a
strong woman who rejects the gender norms of Victorian society that ties women to the domestic
sphere. In other words, she believes that a woman would be able to prove herself and attain heroism
like her male counterpart through working in the public arena not staying at home.

The end of the Serbo-Bulgarian War after signing a peace treaty reflects the aspirations of soldiers
who are looking for peace. Shaw promotes peace in his play through highlighting the dream of
soldiers for a better life after the end of war. Major Petkoff announces after signing the peace treaty
with the Serbs, “The treaty was an honorable one. It declares peace” (p. 19). This implies that honor
can be attained through peace rather than killing others and making them suffer. Shaw criticizes
throughout his play the brutality and inhumanity of people in wartime and condemns associating
heroism with soldiering and masculinity. Schweiger points out, “From Shaw’s perspective war had
become increasingly cruel and brutal, whereas it had been the “sport of kings’ in the past, regulated by
numerous rules” (Schweiger, 2008, p. 157). The fact that the Bulgarians admit Bluntschli as their
guest after the end of war and seek his help on military stratagem presents war as a game in the hands
of politicians to achieve personal ends through maintaining powerful positions by destroying their
opponents. The Petkoffs welcome Bluntschli as if he were not of the enemy they were fighting and
invite him to stay with them as a friend. Sergius comes to realize the absurdity of those who link
heroism and patriotism with war, “And how ridiculous! Oh, war! war! the dream of patriots and
heroes!” (p. 48). This signifies a derision of the passionate patriotism of soldiers that turns into
brutality through attempting to prove courage and heroism on the battlefield.

Acts of bravery and honor in Shaw’s play are not associated with male military officers, but rather
with female characters like Raina and Louka. While Shaw presents male soldiers as cowards and fools
who lack military expertise, he describes female characters as brave and honorable by glorifying their
actions. Unlike Bluntschli who cowers in Raina’s room and threatens her with a pistol earlier in the
play, and makes every effort not to be found and killed by the Bulgarians, Raina proves to be a
courageous woman and announces that she is not afraid of death, “you will shoot me. How do you
know that | am afraid to die?” (p. 5). Riana also blames Bluntschli for not showing any signs of
gratefulness after saving his life and accuses him of being dishonorable, “if you are incapable of
gratitude you are incapable of any noble sentiment. Even animals are grateful” (p. 39). Furthermore,
Shaw presents soldiers as bloody and heartless who do not care about the feelings of others. When
Louka expresses her surprise at Bluntschli for not showing any signs of grief after receiving the news
about the death of his father, Raina replies bitterly restraining her tears, “Grief! — a man who has been
doing nothing but killing people for years! What does he care? What does any soldier care?” (p. 42).
Unlike military officers who seem to lack heroic qualities, Shaw empowers female characters and
presents them as having great influence over their male counterparts. Bluntschli, like most men in
Shaw’s play, submits to Raina and “renounces his own autonomy” (Bryden, 1989, p. 168) by
declaring that he will be her servant to the death. Shaw also presents Major Petkoff as an incompetent
officer with minimal intellectual ability who needs the help of his wife, Catherine, in commanding his
soldiers because he believes that the soldiers are “far more frightened” (p. 38) of Catherine than of
him. The fact that female characters assert dominance in Shaw’s drama and attain the heroic qualities
that soldiers lack by proving to be fearless could be linked to the feminist attitudes of Shaw in his life
and his belief in the empowerment of women. Toni Block argues that “the women in Shaw’s family ...
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replies in an outraged manner at his lack of manhood, “Chocolate! Do you stuff your pockets with
sweets — like a schoolboy — even in the field?” (p. 8). Raina derides Bluntschli as a craven who prefers
chocolate to fighting because of his lack of character and masculinity. She disparages him as “a
chocolate cream soldier” (p. 11) and offers him the last of her chocolate creams. Fred Radford argues
that Raina assumes the masculine soldiering role by offering Bluntschli chocolate. Radford notes that
“in the imperial setting women have been allowed to assume the role of fellow soldiers” (Radford,
1997, p. 7). No doubt that Raina assumes a powerful role in the play by attempting to effeminate
Bluntschli through giving him a piece of chocolate and satirizing the cowardly behaviors of soldiers.
Bluntschli expresses gratitude to Raina for helping him to hide from the Bulgarians and giving him
chocolate. He says: “I know how good you have been to me: to my last hour | shall remember those
three chocolate creams. It was unsoldierly; but it was angelic” (p. 11). Bluntschli acknowledges the
prowess of Raina in a submissive way and appreciates her hospitality.

The suggestion that soldiers carry chocolate instead of ammunition on the battlefield shocked
drama-lovers in much the same way as it did Raina because it could be viewed as an assault on
soldiering. The scene in which Raina tosses the last piece of her chocolate at Bluntschli, who ingests it
in a voracious way and falls asleep on Raina’s bed, could indicate his immaturity and childlessness.
No doubt that chocolate has always been associated with the romantic illusions of women as David
Satran “emphasize[s] chocolate’s ties to romance” (Satran, 2008, p. 14), and this could justify the fact
that Raina keeps chocolate in her room, and expresses her shock at Bluntschli for carrying chocolate
on the battlefield. Satran attempts to explain Shaw’s reference to chocolate in the play by referring to
its popularity in Britain at that time, and not only because soldiers consumed chocolate. He says: “It is
important to point out that Shaw chose to deploy chocolate in Arms and the Man not only because
soldiers at the time really did eat chocolate but also because of its growing popularity as a food in
Britain” (Satran, 2008, p. 13). However, Shaw’s derision of soldiers is represented through the fact
that they carry chocolate not to provide them with nourishment on the battlefield, but in place of
revolver cartridges, an act that signifies their immaturity and lack of character.

Shaw portrays the horrors of war by presenting soldiers as killers who do not fight for a noble
cause. He depicts Bluntschli as a coward mercenary in service to the Serbians during their invasion of
Bulgaria in 1885, while at the same time ridicules him for lacking national identity. Bluntschli denies
any loyalty to the Serbians and submits his national identity to Raina, “I wish for your sake | had
joined the Bulgarian army instead of the Servian. I am not a native Servian” (p. 8). When Raina
accuses Bluntschli of attempting to rob the Bulgarians of their national autonomy, he replies, “lI am a
Swiss, fighting merely as a professional soldier. | joined Servia because it came first in the road from
Switzerland” (p. 8). The fact that Bluntschli joins the Serbs because Serbia is nearest to him and
expresses his desire to adopt the Bulgarian nationality of Raina reflects Shaw’s skepticism of the
heroism of soldiers. Furthermore, by casting Bluntschli as a hired mercenary, Shaw seems to be
satirizing those who “linked the bearing of arms with their own national origin” (Konig, 2007, p. 177).
The dialogue of Bluntschli with Raina reflects the destructive consequences of war on countries and
its negative impact on the psychology of soldiers, who fail to act as rational by thinking that they can
achieve heroism through killing others.

Shaw adopts the conventions of romantic comedy in the play to satirize the romanticized illusions
of women about war. Raina expresses her pride to have her father, Major Petkoff, and fiancé, Sergius,
fight on the battlefield, which reflects her ignorance of their incompetence and lack of military
expertise. She speaks haughtily of her father as holding the highest rank in the Bulgarian army to
impress Bluntschli and assert that the Petkoffs are equal to him in social status. Raina tells Bluntschli,
“lI must tell you that my father holds the highest command of any Bulgarian in our army. He is
(proudly) a Major” (p. 13 “emphasis in original”). The fact that Raina views Major Petkoff as a hero,
while in fact he cannot perform simple military tasks, reflects her romanticized notions of reality.
Raina embraces the masculine discourse about war and favors it over the feminine one about the
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socialist ideas with an attempt of leading mild reform in society. Satran points out, “Shaw conceived
of the theater as something of a modern-day church wherein he could preach his gospel” (Satran,
2008, p. 17). Shaw views war as a means of death and destruction rather than honor and bravery.

The satire of the cowardly soldiers and their ungallantly behaviors in Shaw’s play represent a
critique of soldiering. Shaw implies throughout his play that soldiers would not fight courageously if
they do not fight for a just cause and the end would be inevitable death. Bluntschli confesses to Raina,
“remember: nine soldiers out of ten are born fools” (p. 6). The foolishness of the soldiers could be
linked to the fact that they put their lives at risk to achieve admiration from others. After receiving the
news that the Bulgarians have won the battle at Slivnitza over the Serbians under the leadership of her
fiancé, Sergius, Raina expresses her doubt over being worthy to be the wife of Sergius. She looks at
the picture of Sergius with admiration and says: “Oh, | shall never be unworthy of you any more, my
hero” (p. 4). At this moment, Raina views Sergius as a noble hero and that women still live in a
magnificent world as they can see brave soldiers with heroic qualities.

The interaction of Raina with the fugitive Bluntschli gives her the opportunity to better
understand the real world of soldiering and end her idealized notions about heroism of soldiers.
Bluntschli disappoints Raina by not behaving nobly and bravely as her idol Sergius, who she believes
acted gallantly by leading a cavalry regiment against the Serbs. However, Bluntschli shocks Raina by
describing Sergius as a fool, who lacks military expertise, and that his victory was a mere chance
because the Serbs had been sent the wrong-sized cartridges. Bluntschli satirizes the foolishness of
Sergius, “of all the fools ever let loose on a field of battle, that man must be the very maddest. He and
his regiment simply committed suicide — only the pistol missed fire: that’s all” (p. 10). To Bluntschli,
Sergius is nothing but a maniac and incompetent officer who committed a suicidal attempt by
throwing himself into a deadly battle. This means that if the Serbs were not given the wrong
ammunition, all Bulgarians would have been killed.

Bluntschli derides Sergius by comparing him to “Don Quixote [charging] at the windmills” (p.
10), who seems incompetent to distinguish between bravery and suicide. Shaw draws the attention to
the negative impact of war on the psychology of soldiers as Lagretta Lenker points out, “one of
Shaw’s many messages about war is that we cannot understand its true horror until we closely
examine its effects on the individuals who fight it, willingly or not” (Lenker, 2008, p. 2). The effects
of war on officers in Shaw’s play could be seen through the character of Sergius, who is presented as
an amateur soldier. Sergius acts as incompetent soldier by throwing a cavalry charge, defying the
orders of Russian commanders, at the reach of Serbian gunners. The Russians refuse to promote
Sergius after endangering the life of the cavalry charge pronouncing him as unprofessional and a
reckless officer, and this makes him quit soldiering. After his resignation, Sergius describes soldiers as
merciless and violent rather than honorable and brave. He says: “I am no longer a soldier. Soldiering

. is the coward’s art of attacking mercilessly when you are strong, and keeping out of harm’s way
when you are weak. That is the whole secret of successful fighting. Get your enemy at a disadvantage;
and never, on any account, fight him on equal terms” (p. 23). Shaw does not only seem to be critical of
soldiering by presenting soldiers as cowards, but also of the English colonial policy that victimized
people in weak countries. It would be important to note here that Irish people suffered from the
aggression of English colonists for hundreds of years before Ireland gained independence in 1937.
Therefore, Shaw, as an Irishman, could be viewed as a “descendant of a people who had been the
victim of England’s appalling crimes” (Schweiger, 2008, p. 162) and criticizes powerful countries for
taking advantage of the weakness of others.

Shaw challenges the audience’s rooted views on soldiering and war through his constant cynicism
of soldiers throughout his play. The attack on soldiering could be viewed through Bluntschli’s
fondness of chocolate and the fact that he carries chocolate in place of revolver cartridges on the
battlefield. When Bluntschli upsets Raina and admits, “I’ve no ammunition. What use are cartridges in
battle? I always carry chocolate instead; and | finished the last cake of that yesterday” (p. 8), Raina
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patriotic sentiments and doubt that killing Serbian fugitives would be an act of glory, “I wish our
people were not so cruel. What glory is there in killing wretched fugitives?” (p. 3). Raina certainly
qualifies as a rebellious woman by voicing her doubt over the values and customs of her society that
finds in cruelty an act of grandeur. Gladys Crane argues that many of Shaw’s female characters “are
consistently at odds with society’s mores, either overtly in the roles they choose, or more subtly, as
they are outwardly obedient but inwardly rebellious” (Crane, 1974, p. 23). The powerful role that
Raina assumes in the play allows her to reject the discourse of her society about patriotism and
heroism.

The relationship of Raina with coward officers like Bluntschli, a Swiss mercenary in the Serbian
army, and Sergius, a major in the Bulgarian army, destroys her belief about soldiers as courageous and
noble. From the moment the two are introduced, “they act as buffoons” (Tchaprazov, 2011, p. 73)
whose ignoble actions shock Raina and force her to rethink her romanticized notions of soldiers and
war. Once Bluntschli scales Raina’s window and finds refuge in her bedchamber after managing to
evade the Bulgarian’s charge, he hides not to be discovered and killed by the Bulgarians. The meeting
of Raina with Bluntschli disappoints her expectations about soldiers as fearless and virtuous.
Bluntschli threatens Raina with a pistol if she draws the attention of the Bulgarian soldiers to him.
When Raina scorns Bluntschli in a disdainful manner, “some soldiers, | know, are afraid of death”, he
replies with good humor, “all of them, dear lady, all of them, believe me. It is our duty to live as long
as we can, and kill as many of the enemy as we can” (p. 5). Bluntschli shocks Raina by announcing
that all soldiers are cowards and murderers and destroys her romanticized illusions of soldiers as
heroes and noble.

Bluntschli’s view about soldiering seems to reflect Shaw’s view about the destructiveness and
viciousness of war. David Satran points out that “the play and its hero had been misread as farce”
(Satran, 2008, p. 12), while Shaw’s portrayal of the Swiss captain’s experience aims at depicting the
brutality of soldiers in wartime and the terrible cost of war on humanity. Schweiger reflects Shaw’s
view on war when he argues, “the main objective of war in modern times was to annihilate a country
or its people” (Schweiger, 2008, p. 157). The attack of Shaw on militarism reveals his pessimistic
view about a world that privileges war and violence over peace. It seems that Shaw wants to destroy
the illusion about war as chivalrous by presenting coward and devious soldiers. It would be important
to note here that none of the officers in the play achieves heroic qualities or behaves in a virtuous
manner.

All officers in Shaw’s play fail to live up to the heroic ideals they pretend to hold. After feeling
the battlefield and finding refuge in Raina’s bedroom, Bluntschli does not hesitate to snatch the cloak
of Raina leaving her with nightdress, so she does not ask help from Bulgarian soldiers. Bluntschli’s
ungentlemanly behavior appalls Raina because of her illusions about officers as idealists, who behave
in an honorable manner,

Bluntschli. (crossing swiftly to the ottoman and snatching the cloak). A good idea! No: I’ll keep
the cloak; and you will take care that nobody comes in and sees you without it. This is a better weapon
than the revolver. (He throws the pistol down on the ottoman.)

Raina. (revolted). It is not the weapon of a gentleman!

Bluntschli. It’s good enough for a man with only you to stand between him and death. (p. 6,
“emphasis in original’)

Bluntschli fails to fulfill Raina’s idealized conceptions of soldiers and romanticized views of war
through his attempt to blackmail her. By presenting the dishonorable behavior of a soldier like
Bluntschli, who leaves Raina unprotected with her nightgown, Shaw aims at describing the
psychology of soldiers under difficult circumstances. In other words, notions of honor and gallantry
seem to be no longer codes of soldiering in modern society. Therefore, Shaw uses drama to convey his



995 -989 2020 4 29

Rethinking the False Ideals of Heroism and Soldiering in
George Bernard Shaw’s Arms and the Man

Nouh Ibrahim Alguzo®

2019/12/10 2019/9/8

Abstract

This paper examines the false ideals of heroism and soldiering in George Bernard Shaw’s Arms and the Man.
Shaw suggests throughout his play that heroism cannot be attained through killing others in wartime, and
therefore presents soldiers as cowards who lack military expertise. At the same time, Shaw presents women as
more courageous and fearless than male officers as an attempt to empower women and criticize the cowardice of
soldiers. He also derides military officers, like Bluntschli and Sergius, who prove to be incompetent and fail to
live up to the heroic qualities they pretend to hold. The fact that the play describes war as a means of killing and
destruction rather than heroism and honor represents an attack on soldiering. The end of the Serbo-Bulgarian
War in the play after signing a peace treaty reflects the aspirations of Shaw, as a pacifist and socialist, who was
promoting peace all over Europe.

Keywords: false ideals, heroism, soldiering, peace, war

George Bernard Shaw’s political play Arms and the Man (1894) uses the historical Serbo-
Bulgarian War in 1885 as a background to satirize the devotion of people to false ideals of bravery and
war. The Bulgarian heroine Raina shows more prowess than male officers like Bulntschli and Sergius,
who fail to fulfill her idealized perception of heroism and soldiering. Shaw uses the Bulgarian setting
to depict the brutality of war and express his attack on militarism through ridiculing officers who
prove to be foolish and lack military expertise. As a social activist and pacifist, Shaw propagates peace
all over Europe by describing the futility of war in his play and revealing cracks in the nationalistic
ideals of soldiers. Shaw once declared after the outbreak of World War | on 1 January 1914, “I want
international peace” (Shaw, “The Peace of Europe”, 1914) to show his attacks on the cruelty of war
and inhumanity of soldiers. Lawrence Switzky notes that Shaw can be viewed as “a politically
effective thinker” (Switzky, 2011, p. 139) and a social reformer who exposes the political and social
ills of society in his drama. Hannes Schweiger points out that Shaw viewed “nationalism as the
greatest danger to peace and was looking for ways to overcome [it]” (Schweiger, 2008, p. 157)
because it makes people believe in false notions of courage and sacrifice. This paper invites the
audience to rethink the false ideals of heroism and soldiering and removes the illusion that war can be
heroic through reading the officers in Shaw’s play as cowards who lack military knowledge.

The play opens with the Bulgarian cavalry, led by Sergius, the fiancé of Raina, winning a battle
against the Serbians during the Serbo-Bulgarian War in 1885. As a defiant woman, Raina leaves the
window of her bedchamber open and refuses to listen to the warning of their servant, Louka, that
runaway Serbians may find shelter in the houses of Bulgarians. The fact that Raina requests the
shutters of her bedchamber be left unlocked does not only reflect her rebellious and strong character,
but also her disbelief in patriotism as she says, “our patriotism — our heroic ideals. Oh, what faithless
little creatures girls are! — | sometimes used to doubt whether they were anything but dreams” (Shaw,
2012, p. 3). Furthermore, in a conversation with her mother, Catherine, Raina expresses her anti-
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