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Between Past and Present: The Oral Histories of the Bdoul and Layathna
Tribes and their Ongoing Importance in the Present Day

Nicolas Seth Reeves

Department of Arabic Language Instruction, Academy of Liberal Arts, The American University in
Cairo

Abstract

Members of the Bdoul and Layathna tribes of Petra, Jordan propagate oral historical narratives
about their ancestors’ arrival to the city and their forefathers’ bravery in wars fought over the region in
the past to legitimize their stake in Petra’s vibrant tourism economy today. This study analyzes these
discourses, finding that the ease with which Layathna stories about the tribe’s role in the Great Arab
Revolt conform to prevailing, regime-sponsored narratives surrounding this event facilitates their
hegemony over Bdoul stories related to this topic. Beyond discursively legitimizing the tribe’s
participation in the tourism economy, this dominance allows the Layathna to delegitimize the Bdoul’s
work in Petra by fabricating narratives that question the tribe’s claimed, centuries-old historical
association with the city. Although these Layathna stories are false, their widespread propagation,
even among local tribespeople who hold leadership positions in government bodies that claim to
represent the Petra community as a whole, renders the Bdoul’s own oral histories ineffective in
opposing these assertions. This reality creates a vicious cycle for the tribe; namely, the Layathna’s
dominance over the practice of oral history-making prevents the Bdoul from employing this tool to
reaffirm the legitimacy of their economic activities in Petra today.

Keywords: Bdoul, Layathna, Petra, Oral historical narratives
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Transitional Justice and the Authoritarian Regime in Morocco

Aitnouri Riad
Faculty of Political Sciences, University of Constantine 3, Algeria

Abstract

Unlike other international experiences, the Moroccan experience of transitional justice was not the
result of a radical democratic transformation embodied in the fall of a hierarchy of power, nor it was the
result of a civil war violent social movements, but rather it came as a result of an initiative from the
King Mohammed VI and a result of certain historical paths that began in the late 1980s of the twentieth
century. The importance of studying this issue is evident in the fact that transitional justice is a historical
mechanism that came within the authoritarian episodes that characterized the Moroccan political regime
since independence in 1956; episodes that have in one way or another led to the emergence of the human
rights issue in a country that has long been described by specialists as one being subject to an
authoritarian political regime that uses coercion and repression to neutralize rebellions or potential
competitors for power.

This paper aims to answer the problematic question of how the transitional justice model affects the
dynamics of the authoritarian regime in Morocco. The transitional justice model was not a result of a
real democratic foundation. So we proceeded from the assumption that the consolidation of the
authoritarian regime weakens its performance, which is the same result that we reached.

Keywords: Transitional justice, Authoritarian regime, Morocco.
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The Embodiment of Human and Animals in the Levant and the Arabian
Peninsula until the End of the Pre-pottery Neolithic

Ali Hassan Sousou

Department of Archaeology, Faculty of Arts and Human Sciences, Damascus University,
Damascus, Syria

Abstract

This study examines the art representation of human and animals in prehistoric ages until the end
of pre-pottery Neolithic B, in both the Levant and the Arabian Peninsula, by comparing the rock art in
Arabia with the mural and moveable arts in the Levant, to find out how human and animals are
represented and the differences between them and analyze these arts to extract results related to social
and individual activities, symbolic concepts of these societies and their relationship with the organisms
and the environment and the in which they live.

Keywords: Prehistoric arts, Natufian culture, Pre-pottery Neolithic, the Levant, the Arabian
Peninsula, Symbolism, Rock art, Portable art, Paintings, Figurines.
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The Impact of Wahhabi on theDevelopment of OttomanBritish
Political Relations(17741840)

MohammadNader Qwasmeh
The Ministry of Education, Jordan.
Abd-Almajeed Zaid Abd AlHameed

Faculty of Arts, University of Jordan, Amman, Jordan

Abstract

This research dealt with the impact of the Wahhabi Call on the development of the-Btttishan
political relations and its role in the development of political events in that period. The study revolves
around a group of stations through which the researah @ith the impact of the Wahhabi Call on the
development of mutual relations between the Ottoman Empire and Great Britain

The research concluded a set of results, the most important of iwhéaablingGreat Britain to
take advantage of the emergent¢he Wahhabi Call to extend its influence into the Arabian Peninsula
with the aim of securing the shortest ways to communicate witimtst importanof its colonies,
"India". The study showed Great Britain's succesganefitingfrom the Islamielslamic disputewith

enormous gains at the expense of the Ottoman Empire

Keywords: Ottoman Empire, Wahhabi Call, Great Britain.
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5 Natana J. Delon@as(2010), Wahhabi Islam From Revival and Reform to Global Jihad International
Islamic Publishing HouseN(P), Pp246-247.1t will be referred to laterNatana, Wahhabi Islam.

E + #0* ©200w° "0 _©° + DW _OrRsAcT ht4 X0 oY Ads Ad A +
d .s*$ ©.L_° A DW{¥ &sA\4 n_ 2r(sA _° p4ax_©° £}t (_° ~"t_A x.dsAn_
t .L_°ADW{° &sA *r\4 n_E aXBnh¢t +OAX8t3CA°A +rg 4 _

%o, *sOA 0O[.c #| _° tg Ds. _° % c.$d_°OFd#l_® ko (°° K7efd#. ©° *
r.L_° }t (_° £fd#. ° * KE Wx#fid. 10 R BrFAOcy° +&sA
Yy, S rSO. d@sA&sA O  Elizabethl p_Ow®° t °0t_, \d_©° *IK rS8 tw.8 _©° *

[.7+ 4° 0 * K r'Kt +IEA B.s0 _°j 7 rS t$d K xrX4Y Jc % fWITAf &X
E +E zwW2Axcdt(_° A£TA 2V mn.PO° Bt3CL*&SA[.acx kAOAO tg Ds. _°
r.L}to(_°rS 0t \gy°O b3£nX #£<fttS BAXMM © *hl_° [.7 +A£A S UX#{ jt
b3°onX_° ft l°.< ©° +/EO*hd_° E B¥4{$jd_° At8t3® %°@ cy° +ftc.$_° \ G
Ot'\gy°O

». L _°%.s0 j7rS @.<d3PgADsn_°O.cg d°LO° ¢ tW.8 ° A 4dx2d%ctDLc f
+*d$c  UX#{ jt E Argt3® OndPA*L _©° +V8cA Lc +Q(sA % 3°AA " ¢
tW.8_©° _ 4d_° % tDLc f

10. Robert L. Playfair,(1970), A History of Arabidelix or Yemen From the Commencement of the Cristian Era
to the Middle of the XIXthCentury Including an Account of the British Settlement of Adéh Introductory
Chapters on the Geographical Development and the Different Regions of YeitheAppendices of

Documents and an Index, ST. Leonards AD Orientem LTD, Netherlarids}.R will be referred to later:
Robert, A History of Arabia Felix or Yemen.

1. Madawi Al Rashee2002),A History of Saudi Arabia, CambridgeUniversity Press, United Kingdonp.22.

It will be referred to later: Madawi, A History of Saudi ArabRgbert, AHistory of Arabia Felix or Yemen,
P.128.
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22. Geographical Handbook Series for Official Use Ohligstern Arabia and the Red SeaNaval Intelligence
Division, This Volume Was Produced and Printed for Official Purpdeesg theWar 19391945, 1946,
p.266. It will be referred to later: Western Arabia and the Red Sea.
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4. Robert, A History of Arabia Felix or Yemen,1j34.
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78- J.C. Hurewitz1958), Diplomacyin the Nearand Middle EastA Documentary Record: 153814, Volume
1, D. Van Nostrand Company, New YorRp110-111. It will be referred to laterHurewitz, Diplomacy In
The Near.
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